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 Hottelet pie eee 14 December 1944 


| hes its left flank 
The American First Army t= now/on the west bank of | 


Be the Roer River along a front of six miles between Dueren and 


Juelich, And the weight of attack has shifted a bit farther to the © 
south where General Hodges is moving his center forward. Just south— 


west of Dueren an advance of three thousand yards brought our 


ee, infantry to the town of Guerzenich, and farther down, where our line 
ts. -still curves back through the Huertgen Forest we've also pushed 

a8 3 ‘ | : 

eee ee ahead, — 

: a 
: Today the Army lifted the security curtain and i= we 
es can | | . 

wie ae "ll da iam tell you wkxkckxs¢ who the men are guande: been fight— 
tome “ing this bitter battle up to the Roer. For the last four weeks 2 
as we'ye been ene. wxikaxxx on the RESAEREE. flank alone with three 

ee This is the way % 
ee: infantry divisions and elements of two armored divisions »/ the line- 
ue stands now, working our way up the 

: up/Ruwxiuxt~——xek © ' Roer River. The northernmost 


: = = outfit Z 
A aes Oprovew, is General 


; rerry Allen's 104th Infantry Division. It's a new division -—— been 
in combat little more than two months. But it’s gained more ground 
in tee tank four weeks Hien ane of the others -—— slugging it out 
a Paks dugh fortified towns, and gaining ground in swift night attacks. 
a this new division's got the eeputetiee of being as towgh and as cun— 
Be sinc ec the Timberwolf it wears on ite hie tauls 


Mo the right of the 104th tx are the veteran Ninth 


aie and third Armored Divisions. Together they've brought our 


Rppy ie3 


BA ASA tee See 
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direct German observation and heavy artiller. fire. 
And then en their right, where our line murxx has 
of the Ohio National Guard 
not yet reached the Roer the 83rd Infantry Division/and the Fifth 


Armored Division have been fighting their way out of Huertgen For- 


est. thtySixdxtzyapxPkiayly cronayxGusrdxdiyision 


& 


But there've been two other Divisions, (whotre.not 


in~the=line=here-now) who've fought and bled in the offensive BLXLARER 
that began November sixteenth, ata who gained much of the toughest 
gvbund we've cevered, They're the veterans of the campaigns in Africa, 
Sicily and France -—-the First and the Fourth Infantry Divisions, 

| This fight up to the Reer River has been tough, and 

3 has been : 

costly and slow,xxx6ur largest gain xx twelve miles, and every mile 
has been fought over for days -—-— in places for weeks, Living and fight 
ing in mud and ruins and splintered trees has sometimes been heart-— 


Why 
breaking =——— but the men of these divisions have never lost their 


spirit. ind its spirit that makes an army. 


Dorr gives Hens Sauisteis sitar are ne i) eae 
wee sii ee, cea | Reasaver 1944 
| “Press a Srsckoeatiae Syeten New York 


Herewith Watuewlage guasieotricn 


The Germans heve begim te use the Reser River ~ 


a®@ a defensive barrier against the Pirst srmy's advance. This morning 


a they blew a levee mum}xpfy hey tpepxefxeremy just downatreain from 


Dueren that flooded part of the tewmm of Hoven. Water also began to 


peur inte pn ae on the eastern fringe of “Merken., --- Apart from this 
t). the oneny is relying on the mud and on intensive artillery fire +o 
hoid us off in that area. General lodges toek advantage of this con- 
_ emntretion of en energy in the Dueren area ie and between Dueren and Jye- 
‘ldeh, to gain some ground @m the central part of his front. 
I spent the night up behind the front, and 
 nvarsyfeny winmisn ull through the night the flashes in the sky and the 


f = Si 
iS 


: | drumbeat of guns and shells said the front was active. Then this morne i 


ing i went up fRyAPeRRRRARKK to where the Pirst Arny is : 


 ~pressing ag inst the Roer River. ivervwhere it was the same story of : 


upefivijegucing de tcrmined opposition, and exposed ground. I tried to 
get from imcherberg to Merken, « mile and a Baif away. Theoretically 


here's a road between them. But actually it’s a dirt cart track inte ) 

sink to the axles. eS 4 

which even jeeps magxiwmex 4nd begging down is dangerous, becsuse ever) 
and the enemy sends it im whenever he sees a target. 

“inch of the road is under Sermon observation and artillery fires I 


"gave that ep and went around the ether side of ‘the autohzhn to get to 


acress the river from Dueren, 
Hoven ang Me wiaweiler,/which we'd just cleared. Three ates back behin | 


Sngrageoss ee ese 


“the dane we bags te get artillery eee gin: the road from langte 
| Ce she fields 


1 kd ckea up wy exploding chet, less ay oe we got a 


Ma ASNA 


over one stretch of road t Looked. back and saw black pugfs of anoks 


mapeet sixty feet above it as aes ‘bursts scattered their steel fregueae 


down on it. That was really sweeping kk a road with shellfire. 
| We raced our jeep on through the perankine ruins of the 

village of Geich, between the flat fielas akg past dead horses at 
had been killed recently enough 8 jook still “say horses and not aie a 
Rsccy legged lumps of mud. And we stopped in hina witlees of Echtz, 
“whiah is still event: a Wie Peon Hoven. During the half hour or as 
was them in that skeleton of a German town something like twentyfive 
minutes were spent pressed flat against a brick wall and the other five 
minutes bese tor cellar. Shells were ereouine on tne streets, 


_airbursts were raining shrapnel out of the sky. / lieutenant. colonel 


Ty 


‘who was sharing my wall explained teat wn were getting direct fire not 
>) only from medium but also from heavy artillerg. nd ee fire means 

: that there's no thing between you and the gun except Rack. The enemy 

posits bis em ata vaveet the way you point a rifle on a range -—-— be-— 


“couse movenent, over that flat country is as visible to the Sermans as a 


ee across : 
ball rolling @xex a billiard table. And our casualties have not meen 


aan. ek aday. we had te use light tanks to evacuate wounded * infan— 
oy try from in front of the town. You still can't get exqyeams anything lesa | 
then tanks i beyond it to get into Hoven in daylight. | 
* cs : : The Sermans have their massed guns in position on 
OF hace ground on the other side of the Roer between Dueren and Juelich. 
uxt ‘Bhey' re. looking straight down on us in the flat valley. And they're 
oo ammunition to blast our front to a depth of miles to hold 


Fes 7 ee 


ee es 
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‘Physical and~techniéal difficulties re honest intelligent 


paRetocaeetotany | 


live renee: ‘coverage present stage first army operations amxmmxk 


show no prospect decreasing for. several weeks stop during that 
Sencar 


time Parke coverage of this front from Bards or elsewhere comma a 
| a 


u on whi New York - bene largely dependin comma/ will 
p ich c-already BeLy p - / W 


eee — 
REAR OT WLI ese ae 4 


Fiemme 


‘thoroughly DEERME RS Ore stop unless murrow te petietaaate desires 


otherwise eye suggest eye londonward and then newyorkward for 


brief trip which marrow proposed when eye last saw him stop 


returning to assignment Rexe end january will probablestly soon 


“ para did murrow leave any oy ereettees along these. lines 


pea = TS NI Ea 
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Ar wiaes marshy valley with smaller creeks ond streams feeding into it 
ana running ork de a it, This valley is easily flooded by the waters 
that come ae down the Roer cha the autumn reins and the 


spring pane) so in the course of the Last | forty years the diceiss 


PRESS COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM NEW YORK | a 
. moxcwits mondays genelectric: : | 
Now thet the First Army is fighting its way to 
the western bank of the Roer River on a fairly broad front tk it's 
time to Look ahead to, what faces us on the far bank. But even before 
we worry about the troops and defenses and terrain we're going to oo. 
- we're over — 
find after watwexexruxuedt the Roer we've got to think about the 
problems of actually getting across. 
The River Roer is not avery big stream — most of 
us had never heard of it before we got inte Germany. It rises in the 


Eifel mountanis and mwkepex snakes its way vaguely northward through 


tumxaenx the pte Lab Forest and then through RUEKEKX towns mx like ‘ 


ik ail 


Dueran and Juelich and eenns ORs It runs into the Meuse river at 
® the Dutch town ot and the whole snare isn! t more than shoud 


sixty miles long. Now is it very wide — the stfeam itself is general-— 


ly about ninety feet. It's just another muddy little river — except 


for the fact that it exactly cuts across our path to the Rhine. There | 
| | | 4 
are several things about it that have to be considered. For one thing 2 
it's got a fairly swift current, which tm never amok makes bridging 


much 


“any easier. And a kth xx along musk of its length xxm it's got 


Aes es _ CBS via Prewi Press Columbia B' casting Newyork 


have a capacity of 
‘There are about six dams in this eaten ane fogether they mumxkekt 


; } att 
i . 1 y , 2, 
} . S f 
} \ \ n a roe r a 
Sor a IS 2 eg IS a | 
Re eee ee ade 4 


ive ant a half billion cubic feet of water, and usually hold in the 


_ naborhood of three and a half billion. --—— This is a terrific weight 


: ae , send | 
of water, and any sudden release would mumum a flood wave racing 


: Sie aes | t 
—@)y down the valley of the Roer that would flood it to a height of fif- + 


N J 
wy 
i * 


teen feet. Any bridges, or anything at all on low ground within reach 


of this flood would be torn away. =——-= And even apart from a sudden 


\ 


“flooding - it's possible to control the water pouring out of the dams : 

‘ so thet a less violent, but still damaging flood ocula be actu taineae : 
“tor siasu¥ Wwe weeka; ook. , 

ag : ae se The Germans are still in possession of the whole a 
3 | : ” 


series of dams, and are fighting kaxt stubbornly in that area. They 


have not yet done any Poon ee ef the eth ay ahaa got to bear in 


— ine that any attempt +0 use flood to hinder us in ald tet the river 


and ruin 
wilt wipe out dozens of German towns ,/thousands ef acres of. farmland 


: ret Deeks inpertant factories. Whether this will deter them or not ey 


remains to be seen. 
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On the northern flank of the Army front First Army 

troops ere again pushing forward this morning. Hours before @ewn -- 


AXHZOxAM half past four --- one infantry column pushed out ebout 


te any dt, 4 | sal - a ye iL on - . ~~ “om m “Spe? 7s on } pe om of eae LS 
CWO Utnousanag yargs to reach tiie western cege Of tne towa ol Merken. 
ee oe ae Sa eke hs E fiebe Penni vey Si fs eR a ae ae an Vee ae oa aa ae se ha ie OO A Ties Re ete a 
dig ,U& ye SL eraay €¥ CNning * LATER try clk te fideo tinge LoACiL Wel © f iin LOFCB ‘a it 
- cy a t> 
rh e 1 } aS aS = tle 4 a 1 "ey U real lta vr + he } ) eal hes! depres c * 5 | act oO 4 t 1 mo <7 Pe i VaR on 
J31Gsi  G WELLWobL UPilbap Ui Wat CA Gi O° Td Les Ov JALAN GCuUuy ()L JOC L Cile 
Ale ple Mao i C2 -B-t7 Caer Ziregt- oK L Zoi sou ete, (ee ais LemeelAf rn > ag i 
La i 
Lea 4 tx os = we t = ie 
S430 1 VEL ri ' be Ci tO Té LX tl Vy Mm ? ] is Ow TD ¢ ey" Ll Vere 


On Hostyof the streten between Juclich end Duerch the enemy sow has 

® ee ea ¥ . 
only about Uden yards of low grouré between us Lee iret Ver 
MUEXZE and he's SS enue Ie réarguaré ection along the whole of 
that narrow belt. But the main a Weight of. his defense seems to be the 


° a | gm ps Lermremaaaeas 4 : 
Xx area haba bras, 9 Ae approaches of Dueren. There we'?Pe still severel kil- 
— 


meen 


eg eee the river. And there, against the handful of houses called 

ty Stpage Zig -waore th + stony Lounenodzhig-oniy psountercttecko £24 go nent 
Righting at aight is tough, yader tee a@et ineti coon 
_Stigag, wut Bi geteno 2+ 2s eos miserable busingsss-> aad “Setting 


o tire ih us SI Ne ~ ihr 


igugher ejl-theztime, It takes preparation ~- £8 pest coun es S—a- 
AeylightZetteckK 7 clthougnzet 4 Ui teeweeAT, Baie Ht wold: REREERs 
: who can handle themselves in elligently ig Shezmigioh 26 ocbnlcto doar 
ous e & Carcc® ene an. tort a baad 4) Lian * 
dution >-~ and it-t: ee est ake —tet—een—kees —gorntre.ofthe—mse-t0n- 
tne fieba-oncthe Wesis 6f ti ¢westesketenyocne—_intfrequent reports. 
Before these men jumped off this morning their outfit 
had pushed out into the open field over whieh they were to attack. I've 
looked over that ground, amd could see how tue rollong haem country 
was pockmarked with foxholes and emplacements and antMenk ditches. 
ie All the nigat before, am@ while the German artillery felt out our lines, 


i patrols went forward to see whether those emplacements end foxholes 


AJ 


| were manned. They didn't find a soul. Most of the German infantry left 


| = om the west bank of the river seemed to have been voulled back into the 


bn 
yee 


bse geet 
Did We 
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towns <~ Pier Nergen, Sehonkoven —< to defend the river. 
? 3 Y 


Plans were made then CO ESMeERXERE cross the re- 


Meining mile.and-a half te Merkea un@er cover of. darkness, Barly 


“this spose de aE ty ees wrinkled. compenyvand battalion staff’ of: 
1 gusts ley s- i The¥ ‘ 
ce rs > Ss Lot sBFLE 62 ELy oF ert ér a ke Pr i ois b nS Sat 3 " i A ste t 


LQ ly 1S ¢ '@) ron Me PP ke ) ig) % Ade BL CL BLO q 1% BEXXEE xr 


NENBEX ce karen +H bhe elm Yellow light off-e kerosene lamp, squinting 
en 


et the merks on their Mapse And. at four ee the 
Tubing the sléep out of - its eyes , ERE Se "ant 0 ef “Ley wind ené béesn 


plodding Slowly toward Mérken. sxe A Souris of hours later ~~ bec 


infantry 5 stild 


WIAD ends 


2) 
9h) 
as 
| 
cg! 


you can't, just rush shead without bothering sbout th ext 


LAE NeXt man oad tive 

hen behind yOu =-- a2 Couple of hours later they got there. ia Z00d shane, 
When we report movement Or. a Le edvenee slong 4 ten 
Mile front we're/telking ebout a series of pushes. Tite this one: -.. 


EXBERIX others are carried out in daylight with tenks ead 


& 
Or alr support, An army hes got. to be Like a ‘good privne: 
Got to have s ehange of pace and Lots of ei fe 


4 Gh 


to keen its opponent mMOVIng back. 
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i pegs 
May ee 


i ee 


had been reduced to holding a fairly narrow strip of ground on the 


week banky. wxing tZopoin of villages ux The backbone of his fort- 


ified zone ther 


eet inte the biggest town of Pier without fatali any trouble. But, 


4 . « 


Wategieerret: Ces het Sane ie ‘ xe % Bs Mee es ihe te: gk 2 | & E ss is ; : ; 
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After a pretty good start pre aeteiiny the First 


Ausy attack ¥ieres de this pr Serne ox in the — of determined 2 
Sexnan resistence, We moved oft eably 22 [oh-the-snin-pasposs-of| <t 
vreakitiag into ‘the main German defense points on the western side ae 


“33 the Roer River between Juelich and Dueren. Already the enemy 


@ j= with ant tank and personnel trenches and ob-— 


} 


. stacles im on the smooth, rolling ground in between. Inside the 


villeges he tends to keep the bulk of his infantry and his armored 


<a ive - 
vehicles - tanks and shed lac teacgie ams.) 


“Well, we started off this morning, and I watched uaa 


Pomeraniier we got just about halfway througk it hanes: by this af- 


térnoon when it became apparent that the enemy seriously meant to 


hold 4t efter all, ond the attack settled down to the standara 


‘fight fron | house to house. Biaewaere ae the ten mile front of our — 


ertaek at was oe much the same, sce thot ne a0 [our routonn 
hamlets 
the xmwas of Gey and Strass. 
This a ability of the German forces we're fighting to 


take a punch and then consolidate is interesting -—— and disturbing. © 


ee ite Gun sels is dae cattack —— theirs the defense. We choose our own 
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=. find that the Germans — even when we've’ knocked them back a 
thousand or fifteen hundred bce —— can keep their nerve. And 
then, a few hours later they’ ve taken measures to meet our most 


dangerous penetrations -i+ and our attack slows down. 


"a_probably spurred — 


3 ee on by cnaulodee that if we push up to the banks of the Roer River 
| the next move is to get across. And they know we've got the power 
gona: to keep on with these lunges that gain us ground , slowly but 
fuavitabiy, so they'r just trying to delay us. -—-— But the main 
reason for this fxm enemy resilience is that the discipline zu 
and spirit in his army is still high. We took a ae bunch of para-— 


were) too young to be good soldiers, but 
troopers prisoner today,| who/were as cocky as if they were men— : 


bere of ithe Afrika Karp 
| Ail we fa can do in this situation if we want to 
emnxtx stay on top is to keep slugging ——-with all the effort and 


(APLIES © 
sei losses thet @ppidem. But one infantry officer put it pretty well 


ut | TH49 a 
today when he said us bapttegothek ig ome tough job. But cath a 


there! gs one good thing about beating them the hard way. When we're 


Os 


through with them they'll really EID ae | 4 


This ig Richard C. Hottelet with the American 


J 


First Army returning you now to Admiral in New York. 


Se eis ce 
SGN ST Al cP ne 


z 


hese oval 


, 


at several points along a ten mile front, and are now pressing into 


“the last food German defensive positions this side of the Roer River.’ 


ago was better than we had expeeted. -- main fig gating at the moment 

is for three tow: [ai on the north, ginrigiet less than a 

: faexGexrek the town of Pier and thea, sveral mibes to the i 

= sou Of that the town of Geich, ---- But so fer it doesn't look as if a. 

might be fighting 
Beercuard actions and be prepared to retreat in the face of our sooth pets 

f  pressure. | 

oe by IT Wataiax climbed into an observation post this mornings and 

. NwaGched our on, EAXSRYUREXLAXENEXLANA break into Pier, the largest 


Bi AatTina FoR. 
ie eq, three towns heir job was to cross migmk more than a thousand 


” 


yards of open field to get there. They started in the dim twilight just 
Ne : HIDE, 

before eight ocloek. To them from enemy observation our artillery 

added to the haze that covered the ground by plastering the western edge 


| of tue towa with suoke shells, As they walked slowly forward German ar- 
Ss tillery began to come in, but the smoke had done its work well and the ne 


oe shells kept for1hng/oier on the left. er ae ee ‘i 


a ts hig was a strange sight. They started out cautiously enough, A 
ae Peet ting rishi dae 3 machine gua and By ealhdied fire --- bibelogizt FAS vbycubs sl in the fielé, ra 
dumping from Cet ae along @ a Toad. Peay were shadowy figures in the © 
i. eee -- afd they were expecting lots of opposition -~ the way y they! ye 


ay 
AE 
a ey 
ps 
iy 


, still welking. Above them was a Windswept sky, with ragged s 
ee clouds, under their feet the snow hed dis@ pesred umkxknex into 
he wet grass. Between them and me the German artillery kept wasting its 


ey on eupty drouad eel was the gloomy kind of bettle scene you've 
ss 


be 
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1 addition to their Lwtaiticy But the 
has been moved back Seane.. the River 


he weight of their strength oe 
-- and probably the next really (ae 


important action we'll fight on this front will be to get across the me 
5 Roer. ol } ah 


ar | 


eae me TP a TAG A 4 pi Panaracer ro me par emer uiene 4 dd; mee et es ee 9 fay Sila malas 
mt igh 
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which men scurried while tommyguns sami beat hasty time. Our 


men learned what tree bursts mean, As £KROGsGHAB2A4U ERS 
the first artillery and mortar 
BESIBSXOIZX POVBUNE S2HIXHEALAASLH*EHEXMSECSE shells hit the 
closely ranged tree trunks, exploded and sent their steel 
fragments showerin, down over a wide area the men saw that 


x v 
foxholes were no protection and dug themselves x holes which 


they covered with two layers of heavy logs. Yaeyxxborkkk And 
then as thousands and scores or thousands of tre burts hxukz 
whekex razored off the tops of whole patches of forest,log 
cabins mushroomed up in addition -- as if we had an army of 
Abraham Lincolns. ---- And never did the enemy relent. He 
shelled and he ppbunded, he lay in his positions and waited for 
us te come across xkaxmgmm and get him, and get him we diff -=- 
prying him out of ravines and pillboxes and um erground posi- 
tiens, stalking him from tree to tree in the half gloom of 


the dark green wood. The enemy has always been a hundred, fifty 


@ twentyfive yards away -- stabbing out with patrols and sharp 
Sometimes he was behind us, around our forward elements, 
wep counterthrusts or sitting, siamming us with mm his guns, 
and had to be blasted loose. : 
And the days got shorter and the rains came, the 
Wed Olde / 


the men were wet, and cold, 


trees were wet poles in wet 


wheels of 


The forest got darker, and the KCL 
jeeps and trucks kneaded the winding roads into pasty dough, 
THEXREEKKXUBH Battalions and regiments and divisions were 
reiieved and new ones came in. The battle went on. -- It's 
cost us thousands of casualties already, that Huertgen forest, 
(a Video pater monthad And we're still fightim in it. But 
the best thing we can say today, after three months of it, is 


that we're getting closer to its rim everywhere and that 


we't}1 soon be out. 
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RNY | | coLd, SNOWY DAY _; 
This\is sort ef an anniversary for the First 


Army and it's not a very pleasant one, g&hhatU It's just 

about taxes months ago that we first get inte the woeds we 
call the Huertgen Forest. --- In these last ninety odd days 
those woods have seen seme of the most bloody fighting of the 
Campaign in Western Lurepe. It's not huge as forests go -- 
BReUMKKIAE itsprawls out about twelve Miles, pointing northeaste 
Ward, straight at Cologne. And xkke we've te en G0ing through it 
en less than a ten mile front. --- But this thick pine forest, 
with its winding dirt roads and its gloomy firebreaks will 


certainly rank bathe the Argonne forest of. gst last war. 
et oes Xd drut baie to Sef Yerriser ' 
ag He tant dine inte 1 im steamer a 


a time when the First Army's advance was coming to a stop fo 

lack ef supplies. Bet in all the time that most of the Army 

lay quiet, holding its frent and brining up supplies, there 

Sm were first battalions, then Paginente and then divisions 

fighting to clear the weeds, it was felt that we couldn't 
uncleared 


leave this Lene stretch of wamk forest BExKE on our flank 


and stick he epen ground toward the Rhine, ---j The Germans 


ea wnat the situation was and as quickly as they could 


gu 
en ack ‘drogpelix the serdst. 


Since then the fight has gone on. Ragged lite 


tle guilies have been feught over for days. The firebreak lanes 


cut threugh the pines and firs were sheoting galléries across 
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‘he Germens xyavbepimningy tous have RE. 
lend eatvisakips into the see for the Rhineland, They are new 
weapons, monsters of steel ‘ce fire, weighing be ceux 65 and 70 tons, © 

| which has already been in action against us 

asin one is a tank/end the other two are large caliber self propels 4 

lea guns that haven! + + yet come in against the Pirst Arty < . 
The tank is callea the Royal Tiger -— an improved 

even 
“and/neavier 1 ey pe of the Tiger tank, rt carries a ‘petter edehtyoseht 
millimeter cums eat has seven end a half inches of steel armor on 
: the, front of its turret. There! 8 i delosten not a tank in the worla x 

thet" s g0 annie armored. But for all this protection the. Royal 


“Meer is vulnerable, and wale already knocked out several with 


The other two of these land leviathans are self- 


Protecting the gun 
platform it has a plete of armor more than six inches thick, so it 
can probably take hard knocks, We'll find out when we meet it. It's 


a quote little uncauote 
got a —— brother - dexjerykyayry xpi with a 128 mm gun 


-thet's got aimoss as much manok and just as much armor. Both of them 


 < are ous teed “ddockrsexadxthexexicm Tiger tank chassis. 


almost symbolic 
It's txunteat that the Miger san which was orig- 
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ewe: the invesion Ve aed is now altered to be 
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> and tte not t badly suited for eb withe: he extremely 


wide tracks that were intended to eee the weight of ‘the Biger 


i 


from sinking into the sand of an English beach make it possible 


to move then monsters: over [icc Rhenish fields. ——— They're mat ) 


° 


3 se slow, end hardly maneuverable —~ but they don! 't have to be 


- 


cg tither. They're not meant for witiemc &resat offensive oh al ade 
‘That stage of the war is vas for Germany. Their function is to tuk " 
LS ee ee oe ae ae move into position, ay 

| ee entttemstepecsecadrvpernennis get their ay 
vulnerable tracks underground and take their place in particularly 


thr. atened zones as movable pili bexes: 


| You've got to hand ®t to the Nezis, RakxRewxexwie + 
oe foal desperate | sf 
ae f Shings are/for them in the tens run, Na LE EAEA RARER ESOARERE 
But they haven't a) 

er one minute stopped vicaniee and Plein ome to make victory too ae ) 


| “costly for us se ‘NaE-want to win, It's aes only hope. 


Richard Hottelet 
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There are hundreds of happy men in the First Army $his 
They're officers and enlisted men, allsizes and shapes and from just about 
every state in the union, But they're all happy about the same thing ——— 
every one of them is going home for thirty days leave, 


for | 
It's part of a rotation scheme samqgim men who've been 
wounded twice or decorated twice for gallantry, and who've been overseas 
| f | . 
six months, And this present bunch that getting ready to go today aergay” 


APG ——- It all came very peaditenter for these boys ~— because the G 1 


section of the Army thai handles personnel matters kept it dark, Until every- 


thing wan set there was no yoint in letting details leak = out and start 


TUNOTS, mee Late Wednesday evening the first sclections were made, more 
names were added yesterday and this morning the list is complete, t= lMess= 
engers and telephone calls caught men in foxholes,y in damp cellars, in log- 
covered dugouts in the forest. mar The news caught some asleep and others 
while they were eating or washing their clothes or massaging their wet and 
COld feet, mum . And in every case of about a dozen of the men I spoke to 
myself this morning, he didn't believe the news, Any more than he would have 
believed his eyes if Santa Claus himself with his flowing write beard and his 
team of reindeer had comeskidding along the front line to hand out presents, 
oe But it's not takirg very long to get them used to the idea, Only a few 
hours after they got the good word they were on the way back to rear areas -= 
getting clean clothes for the trip and shaking hands with all the boys within 
Yangee And from now on in things are going to happen very swiftly, They're 
Starting their journey today some time — and the outfits who handle them on 


the way back have specific orders to give them the best -- the best in food and 


the best of lodging ——- and most important to speed them on their way, Part 


of the way they*11 go by truck — but part of the way Uncle Sam is going to fly 


them, And they?ll be hone swiftly. 
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And they al. kano all know what they're going to do when they get back 


Ahegpiaghtt era dl 
eant Jaane one oar of Detroit Michigan —— whots one 


are going to rest and relax, ——~ But they've seen the toughest part of 
this war over here and one thing they're all going to do is tell you 


all back home how much support we need from yous 
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Sincez yesterday afternoon the First Army has 
launched three small attacks at different points along its front 
ana made some progress in each one. kexterdayzatkexrnsanx The 
first one jumped off eastward from the town of Inden --~ took 


muddy 
about a quarter of a mile of/ground after a stiff fight, and teak 


about a hundred prisoners. . ; ; 
Before the operation was over patrols 


had pushed on ahead as far as the next main center of German re- 
sistance in this area = the town of Pier. --- Then later in the 
day, xatxniuazackuck and Khem again at three oclock this morning 


attacked 
other First Army forces twelve miles to the south/ in the Berg~ 


o 
stein area of the Huertgen Forest, 
still 
That's/the pattern of fighting on this First Army 
front -- and there's no telling how much longer it's going to be 
that way. No dramatic breakthroughs, no general offensives along 
an army front. fhe technique is steady jabbing - first at one point 


then at another; pushing ahead a few hundred yards here; then - 


when that comes to a stop, pressing on a few hundred yards some- 


9 


where else. --- It's not a very satisfactory, and certainly not 
spectacular way of doing things -- but for the time being it's the 
only way to fight an enemy who's strongly massed and strongly 
fortified along the whole length of our front. Particularly since 
we can't make full use of our strength over this muddy ground. 
Today is another gray and cold and rainy day up here- 
and if you at home are thinking off the meaning of Pearl Harbor 
tax there's probably hardly one soldier in ten here who's thought 
about it, The routine of life and battle here is stultifying, and 


there's certainly no effort made to stimulate political thought 


among our men, --=- That's not a good thing, especially with the 
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war going on as long as it is. Unless something is done to bring 
information and intelligent discussion in among the men they're 


*] 


not going to know what's going un in Belgium and France ana Greece 
-~ or anywhere. And these millions of citizen soldiers will come 
back like hermits coming out of the woods --- suckers for soma 


any slick political right hook. 


kr ee i a 
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ke army is as good as the spirit of its men, 


a + 


Fy “And right now, in this winter offensive on the Western Front our 


young American Army is going through an acid test. pe Pov aad naumbér 


ae met, 3—o-~<2 Reepuke That goes for the First Army especially. 


. e@ 2 eres in 


| Up here, im dismal woods, im leaky dugouts, in the cracked 
ig | UNDER WE EIRE OF A FANATICAL ENEMY 
cellars oO J866e rerman v ages\there are none of the things that 


we used to call morale builders back home. About the only thing of an 


: 


that kind that ever gets hosts ‘close to the front is a doughnut — : 


heuok? axtemaky full of these ind omi table Bed Cross wenches. yee 


s2a-mattexrofrfact, it's mot vary naces=— 
aye Morale or spirit - or Whatever you want to eall the force 
| born ef — can be) 
thet sustains an army is Sreeuenixty other ee wp ere,ysimpler 

| like a 
things, x letter from ages a hot meal, a chance to nee your shoes 


off and ary your desks. But the main thing is a pride in the unit - 


you! ae 
the feeling that hegre in the best outfit in the army. rene aE 
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It's the most natural feeling in the world about the: men in the next 
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ay on. ‘the next man, ex ThE Particularly in this present vicious 


infigh ing, ——- the men have developed an enthusiasm about their 


| (wounded men are released from hos it 
divisions that’s 2 more than collegiate. When | they 


fight to get back to their old division. One officer of the First 


Sra te pee Gee nro 
2 d ee 


| @ A : Division recently went AWOL from wks a hospital in Scakicnd. borrowed 
Se over to France, and 
train fare down south, hitched a ride on an IS? £akhgrnsniie 
“thon thumbed his way across France and Belgium to get back. pect 
noncom came in AWOL from a base hospital last week, and wrought a 
friend with him from axpaxaniote an airborne division whom he had 
promised a ee adventure. 
It's not only the battlescarred outfits like the 
‘First or Ninth or Fourth Divisions that feel this way. New ones 
. like the 104th, with itn green and white timberwolf insigeis. are 
| “quickly welded Nicathes in the aes of battle, And this spirit soon 
~ eee "gets the new Pestasekbate, too. Recanes most of the veteran divisions 
ee had high casualty turnovers. I asked a lieutenant yesterday 
ihe that’ he was from the 28th Division. He said - seiah one, I didn't 


vuiderstend, He explained -— ‘here are three. One's in the line, one's 


in the Raney tat and one's in the replacement center waiting to come 


“backs 
But , , despite Leasert and physiacl hardship the spirit 
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On the First Army front the Germans came over with 
a handful of fast planes during the night to bomb and strafe( sete 
AHA er bat spert from that this morning has brought us nothing new. 
It's the same gray. murky morning that so many have been these last 
months. The place names are the same bas German planes hit Esch- 


2 


weiler and tndens) there were German infantry counterattacks against 
they have 
& lucherberg again. And, as xkxkum for the last three months, our troops 
are still fighting in the saerives forest. 
There's not a man in the First Army who doesn't feel 


this sameness particularly today. Because today is the sixth of Decem- 


ber -~— and six months ago this morning the First Army stormed the 


yl coast of France, heeg onctha this Army has always been the 
 gpeerhead. fen we were oontatned- in-the-bedehktage in-Nommentie tt-was, 


® rie first thet 2roekeeut et StH » oyrved around — toek2part—_in the— 


i battbe- of the Dotaise poclet and paved the way torPetibs-tftersthe- ’ 
fight 
itbersetion of Pefi the-Battle ef _theSeinezindrokecthesugn | 


| ee 2om~ div ong ahegd-of_it/we--aud-fimetly stopped - 


“then 
In Wiese first three months these men maxx had what 


this | 
very little glamor there is in mmttarm war. There was the primevai tht 


there was 
of the chase ~/the exhilaration of being Saeered and kissed and welcomed 
as liberatora in er ery ey seal on every road. ——— But in these last 


f 
x 
ae 


; BITTE 
- three months the picture has changed ——— changed to a pense! succession | 
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of bloody, inching battles. --— The sweep north from Paris kas 
changed to the crawl eastward from Aachen, Lhuvteyexgrewy xkurter 
In breaking through the Siegfried Line this Army did wi&kk on ‘rmy 


 gmm could do. To break, finally, the will of the enemy to gm carry 


Ai 


on the war a poistical offensive should have been launched by our 


@ stetesmen. None came, es the Germans worked frantically to build 


a strong shield, where & the First Army spearhead threatened the 


heart of the Reich. 


hak te 


Since then we've dygem fight#M@® the hard way —— the days 


\ 


getting seactes and colder - endless days of rain turning fields and . 
wakde and open positions into filthy glue. When a day goes wakucetss 
xx well now, we gain maybe as much as a4 mile at some point. When it 

| doesn't go well we just fight and hold. | | 

@ ~ ! This is a time of bloody battles. And none has been 


longer and more miserable and more bloody than the fight through the 4 


Huertgen Forest. Remember that name -—— it will rank with the een 


Pd 
of the last war. 


le me AR, But the First ion is still the spearhead, and it intends 


to be holding the axe when the last blow is struck. 


Rey eras 


als flog se gil pe lal asi ia ae Ge ee hg | 
me - : 
rs | 
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Just as we exvected, the Germans have kept jabbing 
at our forward positions.axymxxkax Yesterday evening they started a counter- 
attack against our newly won positions in the town of Lacheif’--\ whien is 
about halfway between Dueren and Julich. 2h¢y Zoeme-im giver 4reilieryte-— 

PPWitn —2~ pith self Zorapelled eur ing -x¥-right Paty our _positions— 


DAKBG tote But our infantry called in our own gunfire, and fought off 


the verman attack, «---~--- then, this morning at six oclock -- before dawn , 
shifted to 
the enemy tounterattacked again. This time he skxuskxakxlucherberg, which 
_ is only about a mile to the north. And this time there were tanks in di- 
his 
rect support of the infantry. Once again our artillery came down with an 
iron fist and broke up the makuxmmigkk attack before it got mear enough to 
our positions to do any damage. 
I've just come back from that part of the front -- and 
particularly 
you can see why the vermars are/sensitive bhere. The»hill of Lucherberg, 
aR its flat straight sides comes up out of the plain like a layer cake. 
As long as the Germans had it they eould look right down our throsts along 


the INde iver line -- and drop shells along pertiguiarxzkx roads and 


plaster individual street corners. They made the towns of ‘renz and Lamers? 


dorf and inden uncomiortably hot. Well, now wefve got the hill and Poni 


ae 


(we can do the same job on them -- only with much more artillery. We can 


leok out over the territory we're squeezing them baci into along the <oer 


wniver. 


Those guns of ours were active again as I drove up, and 
some silver Marauders droning their way back f£zomxaxmizzian in the blue sky 
thairzboumingzproxidedz.nzpraperxbackgraunkz tax 


overhead. They were a good background for one of the more pleasant little 
| Cow 
 ° dramas of war. A Ga ‘ve been spending a good bit of time with was being 


relieved. A new outfit was coming in -- with its jeeps clean and its men 
1 hia and relaxed. lt came up the road looking perfectly sitisvied 
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pleased to BEX be getting back into the line. --- And the men 
they were relieving = were not a bit less pleased to be coming out 
alter weeks of bloody fighting. They had their Jeeps loaded, and 
nus / , With the tired faces 
as bn wheae akan Came injthese boys/in their bxktered, muddy clothes, 
their banged up jeebs and trucks, grinmed from ear to ear. 
thoughts were on a bath and & comfortable bed in 
@ rear area ~- and one of them shouted to the newcomers ~~~ Okay, 


chums, pick up the ball and run with it. ‘the answer cane back G4 


Q TRRLAMY ~=—=— Jon't worry, we will. L 
~ % f) j 
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ythuymyayagagkynyx 
A thousand yards\through the Hyertgen forest. oXENEKt Lestchteiity oriere 
iy. ema cmiceesas co 


along the thirteen mile front from Langerwehe to Inden. It's there 


thet we're pressing closer is the Roer River -— and it's there that 
a daring night attack and a coordinated pincer jab carved another chunk : 
out of the German defensive vas canis yesterday morning, A German 
counterattack crumbled in the afternoon in the face of our withering 
ar siliery and automatic fire, And since then the enemy has sat there 
and picisaa us, and sent swift fighterbombers racing through the 
ine fringes of the gray rainclouds to bomb our forward positions. 
Today seems to be a day for consolidation on both sides. 
 =——— Welre nxinx getting set at Inden, and taking over for our own uses — 
the high ground we captured at Lucherberg yesterday. -— But consoli- 
dating is a pretty static word. It covers the bouncing and straining of 
thousands of trucks and vehicles, getting men and food and ammunition 
‘up to the forward points -—— the bent and tired figures of enginners 
ligting the heavy minefields we're running into. It covers the men with 
shovels and bulldozers and dumptrucks filling in shellcraters with 
gravel,and clearing Vellaines and blown bridges where they've spilled 
onto the road, --- nd that goes on day and night whether it's as cold 
and rainy as it is right a or whether it's twice as wet and twice as 
cold. 


Over across the narrow no-man!s land the Germans are consol- 


-—- Adating too --— bringing up more reinforcements. Wits piprertePetige 
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ee 4 : 
The German army believes in an active defense »AnArhsti Ait chor: a 


ses ie 
=: , on 
= ’ a La = yi FED 4 : oh hx TL Te 3 sets Ose Ol ee 5 r+": a eed a: CX ommase am 
ates on : o> 
at s 
More i Der Ss ve 5 ey “It we OE oo D ee Cd ete We ae Piz wert gib ss we $ +. emtisembp 2 v7 £) . 


Ee eee ae cae the enemy \ das, Sona 
(Bot BerFrGeh/ And os ame PreReniy has anothe up his sleeve right 


S 


A) Rpeabieted ccc spo 


ee. eltemating sectors of the front xuuxutxge there's a constant flicker- 


= v oe 


ing: of vicious skirmishes as each side sends out patrols. Yesterday 
: noraing an outfit x was with sent out a six man patrol to investigate 
2% 7 point. It was ; sought in. flanking fire, and all of them men killed 


s = or wounded. -~ the apace who teld the p arery. iped 


gps: «ss DL CRBER SEVENTH ARGORDING Hottelet | langerwehe — 


| thas is the event. ae ee in the town of Langerwehe, --- the 


& deepest, eg of our oenetration into Germany. ~- It was never much of 
s | & town, & @ min stroct Jinod with dick story, flet-front:- houses and 

stress But now “at's. ust. & MOBS. The red pricks of the. houses are 

_ mptliee into the maeets sind look Like old bleodstains spattered with 

Lo td ‘the mangled bodies of two cows are still on the sidewalk in 

@ i i front of us anong edd bits of furniture. wwe The infantry had to take 
pe ‘this town house by house several days age --- men of the 18th lufaukey: 
‘Regiment, who wear the Red ONL of the Fighting » ‘iyst Division on their 
shoulder. No - : 

‘The sounds here. ere still the sounds of buttle rather than 
movement — the chattering of machineguns, the bursts of German shelie 
‘end mortars among the ruined buildings Sub you can pear the tuakaxe 
‘rons of smx some of our tanks end tenk destroyers lumbering dewn the 


and skid 


‘street. x& And there goes @ {| e¢p scampering down ee 
= @ : ding arouml the corner. li's a place for thickskinned vehicles and 
khimekixecd thickskinned méne -~~ it's a typical waystation on the 
. read to Berlin. 
one of the best battalions, with a presidential citetion 
We're in the Secon Battalion area Yight now./itieivaxcaxgkk 
fer its fight in Africa. --= ‘e've caught 
Charles Kurta of shiladelphias He's “ret cergeant of F ovapeny neki ng 
| Where'ze you been, 
his round Se — ase samen aas Cherlie? 
KURTZ: t was cheeking to see how the beys in the eellar right behint 
a are making out.e they're xigkk on the fringe of town, there, and 


, an Jerry positions are only about a hundred yards away. But the boys 


are doing finee They'¥e got a soiid veo and dry straw on the floor, : 


had they're burning the dining, room table, so tihey*re werme 


—— Morrsuar: es around and see all the boys’ 


‘ 


LOR 


f 
' 
ke 
& 
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ay q i . wh a 
ie ‘ Re ‘55, >- She 
endl x - hee oo oe en Ti) 


= KURTZ: = ss That’s the *irst Sergeant! s job. I go ducking off 

se 

Be ecross fields, and visit all tke ferward POSitions. -- I see that : 

: ) ‘they*ve re getting enough food and check their weapons anid equipnuente | s 
Weis: ; 


ee es Sete. i hear their eripes ani tell them the newsd shey' re glad % to 
bave soueone to talk to. takes them geol better. tha “verything is filtl 


we out. here, and sold and wet; end after we talk over the situation we- 
- wows y telk about homes ~— they read we bits out of treir letters. --- 
And they take out their walets enc Show me new pictures of the girl 
: friends, or their wives and kid Se 4 letter from howe is jike a blood 
; 7 és trensiusion. These tough old bits get dreamy eyed and happy vhen one 
 comese | , 
HOTT: BLED: I guess the Jerry fire decen't bother them muche aioe wa A : 
@ . wi TZ: ioe The eld ones don't min? it, but we've got some new boys, 


and they got siaky the first couple of dayse ‘here was one the ether day 

whe Wes having & pretty bed time. «--- i sat down with bim em? teid hin 

| ‘eat ive been sbreugh in Avrica and baeily and Jergandics :hat cheered 
me 


: 4 hia upe i didn't tell hin thet i%m about the only one left of the 
pals original F Company e— 


° ahem _ Kew thet your battalion isn't attacking fer a couple of 


= 
be 
=F 
es 
a 
ae 


days, are you getting any rest? 


ess Ia sce Net ‘too mueke apis. artstiens: fire hirdl; ever stops. Ami 


the: Jerry petrets come jabbing in on US every — wasn ama ts 


is 


oe ay j | Sipeeat, os a | 4 ane Vedn kong ls it 
: a § ieee eet cannes On Fase Grierson v4 En Se Sh emacs Ani when 
we past; ovain at wont, be teks caskere oo te" re Looking out over flat — 


+ Hote otiehy ee Siyneger ens covered Bs fire. Beery eee we yi 
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KURTZ (cont): 4s where the Germans have just been. They know 
every inch of it, and it looks liie theg're going to fight for every 
inch of it. 


| Rut if they think they're going to wear us down with 


rain and mud and fire - they're deed wrom. 


page four December seventh recording CBé Hottelet 
HOTT ELET : Am helping the men of the infantry -- when they 


lie in their dugouts, or when they lift themselves up at the word to 
attack --— is the artillery. Ama here in the ruins of this 

front line town is Sergeant Clayton Hanks of shitefield, New 
Nampshires He's reconnaissance sergeant for his battery of the 

send “ield Artillery Sattalion. thijais=you-de;~werpeent? 

HAsioi————-——__Mest_of_the-tinel'*m out“ in « forward-ovservation post. 
ie travel-with=the-essault company Commander-<- and when-we runodbatos 
enchy tanks “OrTiife ntry oF st rong.points..ne.call.for fire and-try to 

resi themups—-- "And whew oar —owm—infantry is: holding axzonthion 

against stron enemy counterattack, or -wheh an -outfit<-is cut-off; 

ee frontof-them-to..he lp then "Out . 

SUMPehaS —-nar-youveentainty~des Ihere've been lo te of German 

prisoners I've talked to mxxz who've asked me where Vinchakanniniindca 

automatic urtillery wes, you fellows were agen 2 so Paste 

HANKS 3 that's when ous) Bore iB! (fume | Bay before yesterday 

we did a job on a Jerry mortar position heme Se Ney won't forget for 

a long time.|%e had an observation post they didn'¢ know about, and 

we watched them dig | mortar position. ile let them dig their pits 

and bring in their weapons and then lug up the amumition. Vhen 


they were just about wendy to fire we called in ovr artillery, 


.. blew them, sky high. 


HOTTELET: it must take a lot of ammunition.s 
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HANKS; Ye're sometimes firing about double the number of 

rounds we fired in Normandie. re all that weight over the 
and sending it off 

roads up to the front/is mo easy jobs Ht ana 4t's going to be a lot 

tougher. Jerry's sitting deep in i ua cad positions. lis dugouts 

are deep, Wepryplivdas 


waiting for us to push out into the network of trenches and 


his gums are protected. He's 


emplacements he's got between here and the Rhine. It'd be suicide 


for our infantry elone. We're going to have to fire like we've never 


fired before --- and keep it up. 
But we'll do our job. 


HOT TELET : Eweryene wp here at the front wili deo nis job. the 


infantry ani artillerym, the boys in the tanks and in the Thundcrbolts. 


Take it Columbia and tell America to keep the stuff 


coming o 


CBS Hottelet 1831 % December 1944 
& 


ine american “irst Aymy jumped off for mnuxkker 


night attack late last night, anc went sxkkerx out beyond the river 
Inde to contimie the push toward the Aoer Hiver. in the town of 
Inden, where we've been fighting for days on end - with German 


infantry and tanks and our own ferces almost inextricably tangled -- 


in this town we've now pushed across the river with infantry and 


EET 


vehicles =< g0bn8O¥ORaL—DELLaLONs-LCTOsS~ yfee%,\ and cleaned out 
\ a - ‘ 


the eastern part. aExkawnxxxxxxby this afternoon. --- At the same time 


as this attack, more first army troops also jumped off to the castwaxi 


for the town of Lucherberg.-- this town lies behind a German strongpoint 
iving us considerable trouble in the lest week or 50. 

whose sides have 
entyfeet high, kaxxk= been quarried perpendicular. 


that's been ¢ 


Tt's e& hill about sev 


from the too of it Verman artillery observers have been able to call 


down fire on the whole are we've held along the banks of the Inde 


River just to the west. <-- that's why the roads to #renz and Lamersp 


dorg and inden have been almost impassable through shell fire ever since 


we got into those town&e --= the Hill itself is like a layercake, with 


German mortar positions and troop shelters carved into it, end even 


accurate bo,bing and artillery fire has'nt been able to pinpoint those 


targets. 
That's the northern part of a minor pincer movement that will 
pring us much tloser to the banks of the oer Riyer. she other jaw 
almost ABBAS XA 


started off at six o'clock this morning and drove north kuxxkuuxk 2 mile 


te take the little town of Luchem. -+-- this successful move 


e bites oug a pretty large chunek of strongly defended verman ground. 
os it was a boldly planned and smoothly executed job. xxxinx lits 
oes: ‘secrecy was complete, and this morning, instead of the orthodox artille” 
a  cueoperation our guns fired into an area altogether away from where we 
" | were attacking. 
j : | the Germans have not yet reacted in any strength to this 
@ new threat to their foer Kiver Line. But tedey, for the first time 
- in many months there wes systematic German air bombardment of our 
- forvera positions. --- I was right up in one ~part of the front, and : 
the Jermans made five Sweeps overhead inside of an hour -~« Suce-with 
<ai_Lleeet—onejetproperred” plane. 4 
% ey | tw a We're told tonight that the enemy used forty planes of whic : 
ies » ae to twenty were shot down, : 
re Tava case it's agood reminder that the Uermen luftwaffe \ 
; : is still alive. | 4 
; oy i 
i 
. 
ae 


PS 


CBs Hottelet L300 2 
this is another of those gray murky days up here, 

one of so many we've had thet the cold rain coming in to the trans- 

mitter truck seems like part of the equipment. Off in the distance 

we can hear the dull boom of the artillery going out and the xkex 

thick whack as it comes in. -- :here's practically nothing going on 

‘ 

out here today except for this intermittent nell fire. lt's too rot- 

ten @ day~~ even Tor ware ~~~ but when 1 say peactically nothing L 

mean in the way of sizeable operations. the first Army is consolidating 

the ground it's fought its way throughs so at bexly over the past couple 

of days. And the wermans are doing what they've been doing all along -- 

, 
sitting in their well engineered positions and waiting for us to 


“y 


keep coming egaine --~- Consolidating end sitting are pretty static 
pouncing 

words. Congolidating means mexkmg bundreds of trucks and velicles, get- 

ting men and food and ammunition up to the forward points, men with 

shovels and bulldozers and dumptrucks filling in sheileraters with gravel 

anéd clearing buildings and blown bridges away from wnere they've spilied 

onto the road. --- And that goes eon day end night, whether jis as cold 

and rainy as it is right now of whether it gets wtice as wet and twice 

as cold. --- And sitting doesn't mean exactly that for the vermans 

either. Quite apert from th ir artillery tire they ieunch counterattacks 

repeatedly against points where we've pushed particularly paintully into 

; just west of Dueren 
their forward positions. -- ln the town of Merode/we have just lost two 
good compenies of infantry, Lur men pushed into the town, and the vermans 


counterattacked with three times their strengvuh. ifter days of fighting 
our troops were surrounded, drenched with artillery tire and killed or 


captured. 


eORS --Hottelet 2348:30 2 December 1944 
Press COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM NEWYORK 
Herewith saturdays genelectric: 
It's almost midnight here on the First Army front, et 
and if you counted progress in terms uf alone of yards gained you'd 
last 4 
chalk these/24 hours up as pretty unsatisfactory. There has been | | 


practically no ground captured on this front today. ——- But up here - 


Vos 


| r we have another, much grimmer, way of reckoning success. Now that we're 


| 3 up against the main German defences and the main weight of German de— 


4 


fensive strength, we've come to regard the First Army as more of a 


largely — 
meat grinder than a steam roller. 4nd the yardstick of progress has ./ | 


the enemy 
, become the number of seralymmeigdt we! ve. killed and waunded end captured. ° 


HeL Din G@ | 
Hitler is buying time cudyterri tory with the lives of » 


other Germans, Xeung wenzas 


Gutzier the trot. cima Asothey ome 

"cape alecceg Hers bass REMIND THE LINE, oor mMormes 

AND kucom wric WEAPNS AWD oe CONSTANT FRESSUcE HITS THEM IM ¢T, Every Day OME oF OUTe 
ere infantry divisions chops up a German battalion. Since this offensive be—¥ 


ove wonsées GET sHEm ont THe lay UP. 


gan on November sixteenth the First Army has destroyed fournGerman div— q 


isions snd savaged two more. +i¢'92 important that the mmemy ae re 


wistohe es fash qs Mey fade awey.Aiken tne ts | 


“i 
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in human lives 
sider that it's proving more costly/for the Germans to defend their 
fortified, surveyed zone than it is for us relentlessly to axe our 
way into it. 
It's a cold and mathematical thing to say that we can 


afford our losses much better than the enemy can. It's more saree 


ne eee : 
ooo that Hitler is not ken Sbhsuhipipagryaysicdacie 


} y THe THAT'S worTh THE ; our “DETERMINATION TH 
bake oat keavee@pise, He's not weakening theyupthierut Awtention¢cct 


carryiiig the offensive, dy simexupeisian 

Im saw Veuiitas pr es that xx typifies our attitude, 
A wounded infantryman was sent back for treatment, and he was given 
three German en: paratroopers + to bring with him. I saw him 
just a couple of hundred yards south of Langerwehe, and I noticed he 
was softly leughing to himself. I didn't see anything funny, so I asked 


@ him what it was. He pointed to one of the prisoners: It was a seven- 


al 


MUPCA KE) ; 
were streaked with dirt. HisYuniform was at least four sizes too big, 


and stood out as he stooped forward. 


This, said the wounded guard laughing out loud, must be 


V three. enditem 


Richard Hottelet 
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this is another of those gray murky dags up here, 
one of so many we've had that the cold rain coming in to the trans- 
mitter truck seems like part of the equipment. Off in the distance 
we can hear the Gull boom of the artillery going out and the xtek 
thick whack as it comes in. -~ here's practically nothing going on 
out here today except for this intermittent shell fire. It's too rot~ 
ten @ day-- even for war. -~- Sut when 1 say peactically nothing I 
mean in the way of sizeable operations. ‘he “irst Army is consolidatirg 
the ground it's fought its way throughz so bitterly over the past couple 
of days. And the vermans are doing what they've been doing all along -- 
Sitting in.their well engineered positions and waiting for us to 
keep coming again. --- Consolideting and sitting are pretty static 

bouncing 

words. Conégolidating means maxkux hundreds of trucks and velicles, get-~ 
ting men and food ard ammunition up to the forward points, men with 


Shovels and bulldozers and dumptrucks filling in shellcraters with ereavel 


and clearing buildings and blown bridges away from where they've spilled 


Onto the road, --=- And that goes on day and night, whether its as cold 


at 


@ne rainy as it is right now or whether it gets wtice as wet and twice 


as cold. -- And sitting doesn't mean exactly that for the Germans 
either. quite apart from th ir artillery ilre they launch counterattacks 
rep atedly against points where we've pushed particularly) painiully into 


just west of Dueren 
their forward positions. -- [In the town of Merode/we have just lost two 


g00d compinies of infantry. Uur men pushed into the town, and the Germans 
counterattacked with three times their strength. After diys of fighting 
our trooos were surrounded, drenched with artillery fire and killed or 
Captured. 


ORR AP CIRIE kt Dan TRC a STE Te ie RSS, agsas + 1 mya soit aemeiay 
go Ge oe mec wee Fs a tities iy ss 7 Se, To fe ; Tr By a ah 
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PRESS COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM NEW YORK 


Herewith fridays genelectric: 

There's hardly anything about the First Army's 
battle now that's not pretty miserable. But, grim as it is, it hasn't 
worn down the sprit of the men, —~— Even German prisoners have remarked 
that our men are clean shaven, ree instance, And when it comes to com 


fort or fun the boys take it where they find it. like mormal Americans. 


This morning I was driving badk from the town 
of Frenz. The Germans are still just on the other side of town, and 
everything on the flat ground we hold is under observation and artillery 
fire, So my Reivery ae): Heliand; had the jeep wide open. 4s we ) 
Sioned down to take a sharp curve I saw two GI's ambling down the road. 
We stopped and told them to climb aboard. As they did I noticed that 
one of them sus carrying two dead chickens. I asked how come) He said 


~ 


proudly, “Bhis is Engelbert and this is Elmer. They didn't know the 
password, Sei poity bh hey were probably sistas cook Ha Jode on 


The boys use their heads to live as comfortabl: 


ag Lk can. Outside of Mausback there are some German trolley cars 
spring mattresses, 

that are now fixed up inside with kyatyryiuguxxoxyivnpxen, stoves and 

even electric light. Don't ask me how, —— ‘nd in a field up closer 

to the front there's a little mound of earth, like a fresh grave. 

Sticking out of it is a stovepipe with a sign, Home Sweet Home. Down 


below is a warm, dry dugout. 


When our infantry gets into a town it always 


(BS 2548150 and oft 
ow a tank : dentroyer gunner, wit Gernan ‘phei lberate supporting the 
‘bass. 
Lode there's one as our GI's are going to remember 
the boys» 
German towns for. No matter Soe badly smashed up or are ¥BM can 
usueliy # find a top hat and a cane an each house. You come bagi oe 
into town i. deve dee ready to duck for cover immediately, and you” 


find a doughboy with a silk hat over one ear and a big broad - -grin, 


Picininc out of a window Wit ike his cane at you. 


* 


It's a good thing? because the boys are going to need 


- Sonn geod spirits in next few months of this winter campaign. 


Richard Hottelet 
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Herewith thursdays genelectriz: 


SN timing First) (fpriiyis_epepdupily-pressing the 


enemy back to She oer river. It's been a long time since we saw 


\_NOT “TD MENTION 
anything like a planed retreat, opeagen a route. From the time 


Meg \ 


iw 
this army stopped —— Fen, eb iy almost say: dropped —— exhausted 


across the Siegfried Lind), eRe, enemy has defended every foot of 
&@ OS 
Brerats errr mash, ever laa) 


CE sone wok chic CA ate tea rT, \obthiog ~ 


Met bthe characteristic, ef, aiaka present exe 


Mew titer is not relying on ciehsats petites aie Se defense. Me 


ct ata ee 


wholec apeg-on this side end “thezothersside wfzthe Roer_is-Btrong. 


hid e-2Cte en! notice d@ that when ew fight for a town Sex have to 


‘ 17. 
fight your way across open country, or through woods up to the “Ex; 


| Pica: Wx have to fight four way through streets and buildings. Then, 
| g_ OFF oS 
| & when wee? Cleared the place ee ea four way) across open ground 


or through woods again. It'g the same bitter fight -— only the methods 
are different. 
I noticed that in two thwns today — in Prenz anda Lang-— 
erwehe. When we say we have them we mean just that and nothing more. 
| artillery and mortar 


The Germans are out, but German/shells keep coming in. There weren't 


two minutes during all the time I was there that the whine of shells 


and the sharp bursts didn't have us Quickly cocking our heads to 


5 


| 


oom POSIT tab ot fl aka ~ Se ool 0, Cha mH S £°20 dea, 


In these towns/iuaxiife in the cellar, 
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(And fihese towns are only a main street lined with houses and stores, 


gauge where they 1 were higting./When you come in to—towna- Tike these 


you get your jeep under cover quickly, 


and hug Haire from door | 
Se 


‘duane SAHaite, INI Sa, Fa ot ee Gut. le OO. “he etter 2D, f AAA LN LA: 
to door to get where you! re going. Abrexpopiy tees Se OCA ar oom 
/ anes , 
Ame ho -hes—ta_bepont-from_ynder-—vevEn.. “S~Roes (‘GhhetsIn-Langerweke,’ 


somites heatsapberently—been-ftichtuncésine ane ivgn—thefieliecTbhey 


ade wehteres iow the oireet: uthiltheytetlzaena- 
tuyxdaadxinxthexstrentes—geshedmby whelfragusnie.:-o- Rnyxitferth 


our soldiers live 
because the Germans who built 


the houses gave them strong, vaulted brick ceilings. Kerosene lamps 


give a fitful vellow Glow, and the air gets foul; but you can listen 


to the shells come in with some sort of detachment. -~— That's kkz 


about the only advantage of he iving I 


angerwehe or Frenz -- the shat- 
tbuildings _£1ive a measure ) _ OTRERASE iia ee Just Pl ds GRoVAD § 
Seq ye ng of shelter, and an observation. ‘posts or 


ik GAINED» 
—off the edg 
Outside them, in farmhouses just peetinaae anesthe. 


eehayztheee are ei aie firing mortars and small arms. A little beyond 


that German tanks and selfpropelled guns send their shells screeching 


\ over 
in, ‘nd back behind them the heavy artillery lobs Wg the big ones. 


Lieutcol John whl Tiamson of Flushing. Long Island 
Sums up the soldiers ettitude pretty well in this grim inching battle. 


. UFHS APTERMODY \ 
When we drove up to his command post south of Lang erwehe) the first 
thing we saw was a sign that read quote Front five hundred yards 


ahead. Dismount and fight unquote enditem. Richard Hottelet 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM NEWYORK 


PRESS 


Herewith wednesdays genelectric: 
J sat onthe. roef: of a _skheth_on—the-ottskiris of 
-the—tomm—of Weiaweiter-this afternoon and-watched—forcem.ofthe~ 


American beagle are tela A Ake lont enon and Lamerasdort.—_— 
Da ne _Frest Amy s BEEN IN THE “TOWNS of ANDEM AND. LAMESSDORFE 


Pe For two. days “how ayetvie-beenzin- those-towns;, and so has the enemy. 
(Pr CEP OA near AAW AE toe DA NG pee ; albdgere 
Pern ort Dlerr nee sliot out teteplions-wireges tootaew it ywae-leid, 
Ka, ak eur all ona frre 
roads up there were cut Ake Godaes ili oken dlarns five, Repeated 


L f ; 


| 
: German counterattacks changed the line from hour to hour. --—- 
| 


Obviously the enemy intended to hold there, because it's one of his 


last naturally strong positions this side of the Roer river. —— #*’ 


( A fed hous A; Ao] SAT OW THE oof OF ASHED AND WATCHED VS _) 
$ Mapy Pert ewedchesare begin to clean up this situation. 


First our artillery laid banks of pillowing white 


planted 
smoke in front of German observation posts. Then it xax# special 


target markers for the dive bombers which were standing in line in 
az the blue sky overhead. By a few Mane Eh: our guns waxexixchad-switoned 


ae ete the Thunderbolts! bombs were pounding 


German gun positions and strong points. 
Ce rena 6 

Exactly at three o'clock our tanks and tank destroyers 
-— dozens of them -—— began to march across the field on my left in 
open formation, They cut through the green grass deep into the soft 


brown earth, and with their fronts tilted slightly up they looked 
ey wallowed 
like men of war i SOA 4 cr Pacinane SMeRGee on a epupacedR 
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sometimes firing in motion, sometimes stopping to 
belch flame into a house, a hedge or a haystack. Ag they went across 
the field infantry came up the road on my right. When they got to 

my shed, and the tanks were gust-apoutcin cbetween inden 2and Tanmers—— 
orf the German artillery came down. ‘nd it came in with fury, walk- 
ing up and down roads in dusty, angry black strides, pouncing into 
the field among our tanks like a blind maniac trving to strike a 
blow. -— Our smoke had done its work well, and a blue gray curtsin 


hung between the enemy and \pebtewrertires, She tomes tremgeleep- rare | 


kBapretot 

_cnly_agerirth atéeplesyazmivfactoryzchimeys pani iittlergroups Zot 

ae rede pat Wine s-syugeling inte the lsmoke. --- The Germans were 
mathematically laying fire on key points. The road to my right was 
apparently one, because their shells came jumping along it towmzrds 

As they came really close I saw how forty well treined infentrymen 


literally 
in full field equipment can/disappear from the landscape before you 


us. 


know what's going on || --— But then our divebombers seemed to hit the 


jackpot somewhere, pecuust German shellfire stopped except for spo- 
radic bursts. The infantry reassembled and trudged off toward Lamers- 


dorf, whevedotritgks merg-apagyiunder-goyery --- Pata interaction of 
“BEA LTIFU be 
tanks end planes, artillery and infantry was sme ef the snoothesi- 


wetness Lie Mihi seen. This is the teamwork with which we're beat— 
a thitedant vont 2 
ing rotten weather and a tough opponent in pre— 


ws og 
‘red positions #g@agem. R, chard Hottelet 
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lhe first Army advance is contin@ing this morn- 


‘cedly as usual. the tanks we threw into the 


OBS 


ing -- slowly and 
fortified are of Lamersdori and Inden late yesterday afternoon re-~ 


lieved the situation there somewhat -~- but it's not clear yet by 
in our hand S» 


| any meanse the town of Lamersdorf is new completely ekear, despite 


x 
¢ 


enemy counterattacks during the night, but in the town of Inden there's 
still heavy fighting. there it's hard to say which house and which 
block is American or werman, and when a Major at a forward command 

post tried te explain the situation on a largescale map ~~ showing 
which alleys the Germans controlled, where a German tank cut a road, 


* 


and where we our infantry was -- his explanation took about twenty 


minutes. (ihich is probably more than it would take to walk from one 
end of that little town to the other. 
dhen we come back to this transmitter to explain 
what's happened on our front during the night; and when morning after 
norning we tell you ebout slow advances and give you place names of 


9 tiny villages and hamlets you never heard of before, it may sound like 


| bed news to you. But actually the fact that we have dustained this 


| attack now for fourteen days without faltering athey there enter 


aa % 
| AED Eh Ug 
| Pen 2) 6 day witheut--etyenges 3 is certainly not bad news. — The, | 
ee ~~ 


us think ti 8. 


+ - 


men and heevy weapons on prepared terrain - to make Bay too costly 


\ 


| PERV ARV bo Aaya my end giigigpiouse~ throwing in lots of 


to go on. SHrrmgeAeby. 
I've just come back from the town of 'Yenz += 


4- | 


just another town that's ,oing to have to be rebvilt from the cellars 


up. Kiygih 
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lieutenat Ken (Cott of Newport, Vermont took me up to an observation 
point between bursts of Sma fire aid showed me some of the really tough 


stutf that lies ahead. -~--- Look for some heavy fi ghting around Luecher- 


m 


berg. +here the Germans ere sitting on tov of a sixtyfoot high sp We 


whose sides have been carved perpendicular. They have perfect obser- 


wation over Prenz anc Lemersdorf and inden, ard it's from there that 

they call heavy artillery fire over from behind the Roer. In front of 

it sud around it agg is a close network of ditches ent trenches -- end 

on boths sides are flooded quarry pits. It's protected by mortars and 
dno \Ma 

selforopelled guns. --~~ bd is of those places the Cermans are bet~ 

ting we won't take. I'm betting we will. 


CB llottelet ZF 13503245 29 November 1944 


* 


the American ‘irst Army has spent most of the past 
twentyfour hours An consolidatim, the ground it won exrly yesterday 


morning. <= ihe town of Lange srwehe is now completely cleared of the 
, ov 1S AVECTSZEN ROT THAT's NOT. TRIE 
enSRY wot there'S CAR Sigtiwie for the other key towns that were 


psp 


Our objectives yestercay -- inden», Lanersdorf, 


fl eee 
- a of Jinfantry “ivicion 


AE ~-7-<+m the \town of ind er a-Strone—pe 


cpashe abesd\ through +e ho- ~ 8315 lands littered st heets and Leyrumoled™ 


f 2) nae LA jp Ne 
Ypusos yer ook a bridge ater tle nte—nivers” The-cnemy—bed—mined™ the 


PTICGEC ae demolition but he patrol fhbtered tihiroupr wr 


Cutahe 


se Sf eee ys ope Ler ting thrguen- the regi oF BAAS 

< Even ke EXER we WMeoKe we Ye>sreearf + 

town wa Gul ve" to “wha be + The enemy did not crack i: te charters, + a.nd 
FERBS +40 

this morning we are still fighting there. Once egain our infantry is 


scurrying from one shattered doorway to another, scampering across 
ad J 2 < 


Openings thet used to be kowsem street corners. Around them is the 
roaring, crackling of burning houses, the sharp hammering of rifles 
whack 
® and machineguns and the deeper gxagk of mortor kurks bursts. ---~ The 
IN INDEO 


vermans reacted (* during the night -- you couldn't really call it 
outpost 


@ counterattack -- it was just steady pressure against our kikxaxzx 


and iorward battle positions. it was farther to the south, in Juengers- 


en 


dorf, ams the vermans countera attacked ep apacpnasetieeetere-soire— 


rouse 4 ---- this part of the front, this arc of strongpoints and fort- 
; is obviously & very sensitive 
ified towns we're cracking into geems: Realiyxitazhexhzuze place for the 


enemy. Looking &t it from our point of view it's a military problem of 


= 


hard fighting in tough terrain -- and we reckon the few hundred yares 


we guin each day as slow progress. but for the Germans it seems to be 


having the 


to move very ia 


a terrific past 


| really laid it 

| scrape tog 
| could sparz to 

| 

| areae ~~~ He's 

| 

® foot ~ they lo 


| pretty 


like Kokepukoxkhke dentist wkkk 2 


| the best thing about them 
| HAP HAZATD 


CBu 


hottclet 
drill 
bad 


r to 3xegdure moke 


ing with his 


down --- and it looks as 
ether | 

keep us from penetrating 
also lobbing. over thinks 


ok like a cross 


a hundred pound charge. ithey'be fired right out of 


3 ot 
As 


far 


oe 
Ch aw 


e — on me 


1303345 


tooth. The 


between mortars 


29 


r 


you jump and let out a 


if he'd massed 
deeper,in. this 
farkkerx in 


that he calls ~ 


howl. 


artillery all through then night. 


every 


particularz 


ytuka 


heir case 


November 1944 


ne 


gun 


c 


ww 


ane rockets and 


D ts 


On 


drill doesn't have 


+he way the enemy is howling at the moment is bx to give those towns 


2 
ne 


nave 


ee cee 


and 
we're concerned is that they'zse 


But then, you're grateful for little things 


Equ 
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Here wakrexfixzkking all that's left are some of the cellars, wgxm 
and we're fighting from one of them to the other. 

The Germens are fighting herd to keep us from taking 
these four towns. X<wxkxmgaxweke They're fighting it out from pre- 


pared positions --— fortified houses and well located vantage points 


on slopes and hills. Theg've surveyed this ground thoroughly , and 
thayxkumw heve planned the fields of fire for their automatic weap- 
ons, their artillery is zeroed in on crossroads and key points. And 
they've brought some of their toughest soldiers - their paratroopers 
into the ares, --- Heavy barrages of mortar and artillery fire 


not only make movement difficult, but they cut our telephone wires 


to forward positions -- and then the Germans do their best to jam 
our radio communication. --— They try to make the confusion of battle 
& even worse by faking our smoke signals. 


But the weather is fairly good today for the fourth 
day running; and our bombers and fighter bombers roared out HUY wax 
K ppt otne in support of our troops. No matter how well the Germans 
fight, as long as our planes can fly there's a better than even chance 


our progress will be good. 


“en : saa 


sage 
UN Re ST 
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General Hodges First Army is moving ahead today 
probably better than it has on any dey since this new offensive 
began nearly two weeks ago.*--- Our infantry and tanks have been 


. at one point 
attacking again since four fale, Wed this morning, and already/we've 


ARBEL ERE REE, BAy ence) ME. about two thousand vards. InAVtAcsinrhs 


HERE we VE 
Mai opepe reached the town of Inden, whichis, less than two miles 


@ from the Roer river. II- The First ‘rmy's attack is on a thirteen 
mile front, but it's not a wave of men thirteen miles long pushing 
ahead. It's a fight for several key points along this line, each f@ 


MB am being attacked in a different way, from a different di- 


rection, And the attack has been staggered so that first one unit 


- 


4 oa 
ake / 


Phe objectives this norning/a Wore’ towns, PALKTOL 
Acc ef THEM Wee C able CMAN _S 
r | shagtvagn key eutnoet for the’ gerpands ma iny defense line on the 


4 iVeENED Tole 
Roer river. Shortly after we broke into Jiviitem Inden we wéent2ofAen 


jumped off and then another. 


 ) 
; ee 
wh faa? ™ 


the town of Lamersdorf, just to the south of it; and then we be- 

Wt G “7 
gan Slugging it out again isside thuxkm Langerwehe iis’ we'd reached 
last night. ‘nd the southernmost point we're after is Huertgen -— 


one of the most bitterly fought over places this side of Normandie. 


It is smeared — guite literally - in the way that a child will 


bnild a mud town and then just rub it out with its hend,: 


“Se Hottelet 2348:30 27 November 1944 
PRESS COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM NEWYORK 
HREWITH MONDAY GER PoE eTETCs Bes, io hase ean J 
Two towns, “paver eens bho wbena=or the # heaviest 
fighting on the First Army front today. They're taeztownsezol 
Mtege aacngecenes, just about a mile apart and due east of 
Eschweiler. Frenz is completely in our hands, while in Langerwehe 
the fight is in full swing inside the town, It's there that the 
Germans have thrown reinforcements of their crack paratroops in to 
hold the houses, and have even committed some tanks. It's a key 
point — the sort the enemy won’t give up without a hitter struggle. 
@ —-— The way we took Frenz, though, is a fine example of how a town 
is stormed. Bhe-fPirsiciry-didn+suceesiy but then yesterday afte 
| Aspmook our artillery laid down a barrage and our infantry went 
| forward. They crowded right in behind the falling shells. Clembering 
over craters and ruined buildings they caught the Germans as they 
came out of the awzeuts’ Dehdey they had sheltered from our 
shellfire. One platoen came in so close that it captured a machine 
gun position before the enemy crew could get out of its dugout and 
man it. Bxem,-wen they were: in _the>town our soldiers paied more 
vier womb terhen _strongpointe-rightiAmAront-ortnems || /ip 
bike Neiswetler<onte wera a goed toehola Avr the- tovtiiffatrinae 
~ot- the towne the srenypuitea out andthe prisoners we: A ip \e2 ian 
@ Reon, said at wassbecause: they were getting short of. nl | —-— Today 


ed 


wefve moved out beyonf the town, but the Germans are making it 
very hot for us. One any who went up to look over the situation 
V , -hig me that he had to 
jump into a shell hole PEO EE end while he 
crouched in it he counted fiftytwo heavy mortar bursts around him 
in thirty seconds. I was able to get to about half a mile from 
Frenz today, and it's as flat as it looks on a map. As I was walk- 
ing down a road German artillery and mortar fire kept coming in, 
and I stayed close to the sides of houses. All of a sudden I heard 
a piano beating out chopsticks. I went inside and there, in what 
| used to be the little living room was a boy banging away on an old 
| upright. Tilted on his head was a battered top hat, and “#® cane wee 
leaned against the piano. About all he needed was a pair of spats. 
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it was young platoon commander Lieutenant Wesley Williams of Los 
Angeles.On the floor behind him one of his men had a little 


fire going. He was making candles. -——-— I stood in the doorway 


and gaped. Williams looked up and grinned. What this war needs, 
he gaid, is more music and more light. And he went back to 


work on the keyboard. 


Richard -Hottelet 


bg 


CB 


Hot belet ) 
) te cod wees Lar TRALinne wf 
our & AS ate, Own Troops 


“~“ 


my 
little town of Frenz -~ on about half a mile (ep-Aeectc ties noerecect | 
down the Inde Hiver from wz Weisweiler. -~ The fight for the town 
was pretty much the sume as it was for Yeisweiler. Our forces had to 
cross open fields under direct enemy observation and &krm.heavy art- 
to reorganize. 
illery and mortar fire. -- they tried it once and had to pull back/ 
 \ Peswed / 
~  ihen they yee again, after our own artillery laid down 2 barrage, 


-> Zp geogke to the weiong, ef 


| 
! 
! 
} 


OrtkZee tier Antgntpy he ete ire ff 


Clambering over crate 


s 


Caught the Germans as they came out 


so close that it captured 


crew Roulc get its dug 


| in the town our infantry called our 


It 


re) 


| right in front of them. 


hold town 


took in FFenz said it 


. 
wm 
3 


prisoners we 


of men. --- this morning the 


4 a + 
5 Leek ose BS we 


bt 


MPYBGAEY, Agipigns Pee one mojor 


1% while he was lyire in ane 


he counted fiftytwo heavy 


oe eth ae ek have 


another tst rise pati oe vi hed 


a~giches Aheopetétiom Me Edid he rad 


oL 
a@a machins 
2out EXXZ 

fi 


Like 


town 


oeads up to it not much better, BRroy bipe Be poreg 2 nethere=——-nereer, 


vho went 


Nerbtar gResmx 


{ November 1944  —, 
: thee K 


taken + 


tat, a i 


nove 
on 


YY seen Suey beamtiiiia cee 


men crowded behind our 


right 
rs and ruined buildings 
shelters. 
their hakex. 


they 


One voletoogn came 


ieee 


BUN position before the 


and man it. Then, when they were 


re down on German strong points 


ia “ 
good 
had a/toe- 


Weisweiler, once we ha 


the enemy seemed to pull out, and 
& >On Se they we ~ goethine werv 
Ss because they were getting very 


Bie 
LS 


up to check the situation 


shellhole just outside the town 


bred 
he 


bursts aroun him in thirty 


pége gwo ottelet L500 27 November 1944 


seconds. fhe town itself is as flat as it looks on a man. I wetk 


t 
t 
i 
i 
i 
+ 
m 
re 
9 
©) 
¢-- 
ot 
3 
(> 
». 
oO 
a 
5 
ct 
<a 
+ 
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uy ras able to get up to about half a mile of it this morning, swreézxt 
Tee read on the outskirts of \ 
Keer ~ KEPT ceose JPY 


<p 
“eisweiler shells wy coming in; and L Wiesel the sides of Amexaied 
houses, liéZtenrny rte he ee oe eet sll of a sudden | 


heard a pieio 


baating out chopsticks. I went inside and there, in whet 
a Bs 2 
used to be the little living room was a boy banging away on an old up- 


® tilted 
right./On his head was a bettered top hat, and a cane was leaning against 


the @@piano. About all he needed was a pair of spats. ekindtxain, 


It was Pletoon commander Lieutenat wesley williams, of Los Angeles. 
Lk 
On the floor behind him one ofthis men hed a tire going and was meking 


candles. -- 1 stood in the doorway and geped//lLicutenant williams 
‘ AeINMED Ler ae 
lookec up and aude what this war needs,is more music and more light. 


And he went back to work on the keyboard. 


ar — 


V 


ee eee ee ee ee 


and. Duéren is au —anchor peint—of. ibe deal Linea\There are plas 
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Infantry and tanks of the First Army 4evéem6i 


ei ed AartrD AHS M # “A CN ING ‘i \ 
completely cleared the town of Weisweiler., They pus hed on. ‘beyond it xm 


MWIYPI- tpt ld” 7 PIP AG he 2 
pulps satay eR GNA S Pte Zenn-“Ci Fr eng; curving up 


“to ‘the northeast, xmxuutfikanmk Already they've eutflanked some of the 


Pd 
P 


enemy emplacements in this desnely fortified zene. PAE eh vane Of" 


te 


Avent AGiey. Farther to the south we are not yet out of the Huertgen 


forest,| amd Ahe Germags anevery-inxtous vo Keep us- in the woeds ee 


along this ferest bse Aan eur troops and the Germans are so close 
tegether that neither side dares to throw in artillery or heavy mortar 
fux fire. PHété<are-places whaxe -0f-which-ne -one- Amows-whether 
Merc onep- Celia set etre<are-maininethe-mechine canes 
Certainly the enemy is not making ts a present of 

any territory, because it's Gillin gaetede that we're clesest to the 
‘heart of Germany, end a hundred yards cained here is worth a thousand 
eeatla scnewie te else. It's here that the greatest German defensive 
strength is concentrated fon Hitler certainly doesn’t seem to care 


are erased. 
hew many German towns and cities MEXEKaxES I went into Weisweiler 


eer" THINGS ARE mibeTANT over Hecke. 
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this morning, and it is smeared. It was just the dogged courage of 


the town 
our Maucaatcs that took i. 24%etAatrow ape +0-cone ae 9oss-ane bar 


iets one heregormze7 Ante ~t house s=the Germs het fértbiaes. A 

platoon ——- twentyfour men and a machinegun commanded by Lieutenant 
yA UNG OF FORTIFIED which heat Ya \ 

Robert Parry of Memphis, Tennessee broke int o(thkeobing, took two 


OF tirEm Little 
WetSee and held them alone for thirtysix hours. They had mm foed, 


no water end their ammunition was » low. Literally théir next 


f ? 
doer nabors were Germans. hae iis Se Orogrsd- tH and broke up 


a tank attack that was linen Less than 150 yards away; and 


good marksmanship took care of Germans who tried to get around to 


throwing handgrenades through the windows, ——— Speaking about these 
oo ( __ SwnERrs oF ThE HovsES 
ee hours the Lieutenant said — “the See ier were nice enough + 
a | ee 
leave some preserved pears in the cellar. We ate them. But the German 


~” You - S6E, 
Sugar ration must be bad because tues were pretty sour. _—- eben, 


Sener, 
BA rte se Ai +t etirings thet gukx yeux This morning the weather 


Changed from gray raincloud to sunshine and blue sky, and almost be-— 
fighter bombers 

fore you'd noticka at our tkuniexhexks were up ahead of us. Our in- 

ar ed Poekee, Rae. and.grinned. You could see that for these boys neithgd 

i, tobe 


Panay Dorsey nor Toscanini ever made sweeter music than the Whzzzz22 


of a thunderbolt's dive and the whump whump of its bombs on a German 


positien. Ae nae 


Hhottelet 1400 26 November 1944 


infentry @f¢@m%fe and tanks of the First Army have 
now completely cleared the town of Yeisweiler two miles east of 
Eschweiler and are pushing Heyondx one Above them the sky is blue 
\ fpr os han-aten } 
and the clouds gleaming white\<- ppavvhel/s/ppele Ap ph tei De 
Beep daca VRY BLO VEV EDEL AW IDOL RAPE TEINS DIAL ABEL DE VINTEC « 


But it's our dive bombers that are making the infantry enjoy, nature 


13 Y breaking up before 


| 

& this morning. «~~ lhe gray rainclouds were hardly 

| 2 > > ” 2 + > 
our Thunderbolts were buzzing around up there, right ahead of our 


lines. And neither Tommy Dorsey nor ioscanini ever made sweeter 


music than the whzzzz2722 of fie a Thunderbolts dive, and the-- 


whump of its bembs in. a German position. 


CBS Hottelet 2348:30 25 nov 44 
Some day someone is 'going to invent a name for the 


territory between Aachen and the Rhine.--- A name that'll do these 


thirsty edd miserable mbles full justiée, x of Axe Cage WRePATL 


TS 
rn ee taka ants tat The men af RR ale 


‘Army won't forget them in a hurry, -- you can say that now, sspecial: 
Pome mneTs i 
} ly since we've still got about twentyfive of them to go. 


ee 


Ce move shan-te-shewath [than the 

‘ 3 . 

heavy fighting and the casual tine Boosiee living here, just living, 
is misery enough. The mud and. the rain seep into foxholes and through 
clothes, they reach out sedis arms to hold down vehicles. They get 


at 
into weapons and ee igte” ears. and eyes, and into your mouth 


Pp a 
_ when you open it for ee a men begin to wonder whether its 


going on like this forever, -> Wiki ePerpiking Dumwinile Ligases aa bis 


par sted Piaeddfora' ve got to remember that this 


army, which & sea aovine like a Lazy amoeba -- flowing ahead a few 


hundred yards at one point and then the same ait enother --- this army 


has been used to leading the pack. And there's a mighty urge in it 


page two GBS Hottelet 2348:30 25 nov 44 
to get up and go. -—-— That's why, when we go up to the front to 


see how things are getting along we find that the boys muxm ask us 


a 
pore questions, eet ee AO Za Bk WBRBy, AbG ys eee ZEDTHS LOL 


\ They Hn 
MESA CaSs Lot Andy Her gown aplyvo’ wantige,to know the -Big 


Picture --—- get an idea of where they fit in to a bigger scheme of 


WHETHEE D 
things. Beexcpendg-dbo denon athe this inching forward is doing some 


one some good. 


Well, I've just come back after two days in a rear 


ve Tae 
ibe and a visit to a higher headquarters. And when TK ga’ up front %te— 


Sw morning I Wa gave some of my friends in the First Army the 


assurance that they're not in a back alley. They are moving up slowly - 


and very painfully because theysiGumgixees are closest to the heart of 


Germany; mmm the enemy has chosen to build new, elaborate fortifi: } 


—- And to that extent they share in, the, success of the American 
tions and to mass the main weight of his* ‘strength in front of them. / 


and French forces on their right. hag 
I cad#tell them that eve ry hundred yards they gain is the equivalent 


| coho 
of a thousand gained somewhere else. I #@a@m tell them that the First 


Army is definitely still in the big picture. Mgsautatameser 


ee, 
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This is another of: the seemingly endless chain of 
&; 


rainy miserable days. Sherevkaszreeuxnazivemxk Our advance 


eo 


still slow and dogged, with our troops in various spots 


=e 


from beating off repeated verman local counterattacks during the 


night. 


Hottelet 2348:30 25 November 1944 


iy Meenine / 


This s@xserngen I was up in a forward command 
post. It was in a house that had been used by the Germans to 
quarter thede troops only a couple of days ago. On the door of 
one of the cellar rooms was a little poster -—- it was in garish 


A sKYLL OM HE BACKGROUND, fr HAS 
red and green with neugh-mbite-terters-onckb. Ix There-were only 


Victory 
three words —— wax or Siberia. --- It was a @éémam propaganda 


poster Mesigmea to tell German soldiers why they should keep on 


fighting a war that mwmuxm is recognized as hopeless even by most of 


them, -+——~- Those, three words, Buakhkxumixitbaria Victory or 


Vig, 
he 


Siberia — Stag oder Sibirien -~ are Goebbels unending propaganda 


Ta) 
Men, 
” &.. 


refrain, the thought~he’ is trying to pound into not only the sold- 

ders, but into all German civilians to keep them fighting, EES 
; NEW / 

enduring hardships. 

I've been wondering what it's been that's kept 
the Germans on the First Army front fighting as well as theyx have 
been -— keeping the heavy hand of artillery and mortar fire on our 
attacking troops, fighting us among trwes and houses, giving us 
LEVEN THOUGH WERE DESTROYING THEM BY BATTALIONS: \ 


sharp ‘counterat tacksy When I saw this little poster I thought ee 


might maxm be the answer, so I asked some of our prisoner interro- 


gators, and spoke to a couple of prisoners myself. And it seems that 


aaa 
Ste ieee 


+5 
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“5 = 
= \ ; 
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ey <r — 
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! e 
sii” eaux 0-wiet Male thew keep Goin sven theugt? they awh 
eat tel ton met Se ett sl to te our teaterinder every day-—- the 
answer is more complicated. ---- On the First Army front, at 


least in some parts of it, the main reason they keep fighting is tosr 
LSHEY wice ORDERED TO KEEP Fiewing. ) 
rie that) They are just good soldiers -— well trained, well disciplined, 


Even outfits whom we thought would be second rate have turned out 


to pack a auety beast fhe priosners one of our divisions has 


and 
taken in these last eight days were young/ arrogant. And where 


they lacked battle experience they had officers and noncommissioned 


officers who were excellen+ soldiers, 
This same state of affairs undoubtedly does not 
EVERY AEC Ee. WHEE THE GEr MANS NAVE / 


Ke prevail “along the front. But it certa finly does here, 
SG ENTIEATED THE PIAIN Welles GF THEIR I2ESiISTANCE, >) 
Remember that the next time someone tries to tell you that all of 


etPp FOGIES 


Hitler's soldiers are cripples or senuPre sia men. 


This is Richard C, Hottelet with the American 
Germany 
¥ First Armpz in Helgten returning you now to CBS in New York. 


Hottelet interviewing Soley 2320 23 Nove 44 


Mud end rain, cold mist and warm blood were Thanks- 
giving Day for the men on the First US Army front. Alovg the line 


the Germans fought bitterly .; 


gpgeeoyedes The sounds up et the front all day were the usual 


ones -—~ the resonant drumbeat of our gums firing behind us, end the 


bighting 
dull crump sf and ghaxp crack of incoming German artillery and mor- 


ters; the uaunitxeg screaming, straining soune of racing motors as 
(_“Theré WAS TE EVEGPRESENT brittle tone _) 


wheels spun uselessly in a two foot rut; |S / sent of men cursing. 


wo—ee- Por most men up at the front it's been pretty hard to work 


up any thankfulness on this twentythird of November - unless it's 


thankfulness that teeepekysvepette eee inside their wet and filthy 


clothes, in their mudhole or cellar ~- they're still alive. Thetr 


pleasures today are thatx in spots they've moved forward a couple 


« we're / 
of hundred yards, and that Yaeuptge killing Germans faster than 


they're killing us. 

But there was one brief, bright moment today -~- 
Pr Ae Sepipier tigi this waant+ just another areary Shdrstay 
Since early morning the cooks and mess personnel behind the line 


have been working to give each man a piece of turkey and a gob of 
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cranberry sauce. I spent part of the day with Colonel John 


f THe HurTSoEN Forest _) 
Williamson's battalion in the woods eqalea ig ee and 


brought back the mess sergeant of the front line # company. He's 
Staff Sergeant John Soley, junior, of Lyndora, Pennsylvenia, 


Were youx really able to give everyone some turkey, John?? 


Q@souzy: I think they'll just about all get some. Seventeen 


turkeys came up with the C ration day before yesterday. They 


were réal, big American birds, 


HOTTELET : It's pretty good that the Army sunk managed to bring 


up Thanksgiving turkeys along with all the supplies we need to 


fight the war. How many men did you have to feed? 


SOLELY: Those seventeen turkeys were for a hundred and eighty 


men. Along with them we got a two pound can of cranberry sauce. -= 
Apart from that there was C ration as usual. --- I knew the boys 
would want some kind of dessert, though, so we scouted arouné ana 


got the stuff to make them a chocolate pie. 


HOTTELET: When you were in the line yourself as a forward mortar 


observer you learned thet when a man in e hole up front has time to 


think he thinks about what he'd like to eat. 
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SOLEY: Thot's what made me sad when we couldn't give 


them a hot meal, Our line companies are under heavy German fire, 


end we just can't get close enough, -- What we @1d was roast the 
turkeys in our rear kitchen this morning, carve them up and make 
gandwiches out of them - one for gach man, 


We heuled the gum sandwiches and pie up to the 


company command post. The each squgd sent a man back to pick them 


up after it got dark - because you can't move arogund up there by 


dey. 
The men are probably mmeching on them in the 


rein right now + ~w-~- and I sure hope Jerry keeps his erthilery 


and mortars quiet enovgh to let our guys enjoy their Thanksgiving 


Dinner. 
HOTTELETS We return you now from the American First 


symy Front to the Columbia Broadcasging System in New Yorke 


VIA PREWI 


KAY CAMPBELL COLUMBIA BROADCSATING SYSTEM LONDON 


Hottelet bystood november seventeenth calmer november cighteenth 


uukusk salutations 


richard hottelet 


CBS ne Hottelet 1300 22 November 19)) mt 
The Germans ici esortedpowtAa counterattack the Ninth Army 
area, up north of us, during the night and retook a little town, But in general 
the pattern of this battle on the broad front east af Aachen hasn't changed, It's 
up in the Ninth Army area that the enemy has ximm been slightly more inc]ined to 
pull back, And it's on the First Army front - in xm battered towns and dense forests ™ 


fighting hard over 
and so ey meadows, - that he's txeyionexkerdmeiktt every inch, He has obviously decided . 


wks wi } 


to hold re Eschweiler beyond Dueren at all costs. Because ohce we're be- 


@ yond Wiiotre out of the woods and on dinotinkmmmciad flat ground again, 
Xhuztexrumus7 seek teak zkbetx thex LewnzeLxLangerwenezisxaxkeyxpeinty zankzkhegkeez torkot 


kxhazsefenduvazkhax Yesterday afternoon I went up a valley to the front. I got a taste 


there of what makes slow going. You can only move on narrow, cratered dirt roads Bax 
Suuax through the pine forest. As our jeep moved down German artillery came in - 
nothing unusual - just routine heavy interdiction fire mk in battalion cmcentration. 
You could hear the heavy crump crump of the detonations change to a sharp crack as 
they came nearer. Then a burst hit the road not far down from us, The lieutenant 
in our jeep shouted — It's all right. The next volley'll bem on the ridge. I know 
how they fire, --— We took the chance and barrelled down that road in the driving 
MNEs tories did Ait tke. ridge. Bat thon the’gins turned on he’ roed”ajain, 
and just after we got into a building a shell landed outside and ruined the jeep 
standing next to ours, --- You can see there's not much chance of jtrat fic on that 
smear 


road. If the weather were good we could spot his batteries and mxkxthem, but in this 


We've had lots of casualties from German 


rain you just can't get observation. 
in those woods, 
artillery and mortars/ fwk And the enemy has given us a tough fight in the towns, too . 


i 


In Heistern - which is just a hamlet, it took us almost 8 hours to clean out the 
eft abert—2 


snipers. They rom cellars when the houses over their heads were on fire, dad 
—he staggeredinto eheuse 
, = Re captain fonnd Ziwe under a bed wien aie Went/in—taz get some sleep, Theyvatisektdhin 


cand he had to einai Ae 2 fue captain-sas fatally-wounded by. another sniper) ree 
It was this same outfit that found xm the bodies of two women in German soldiers 


uniform among the defenders of a bridge position. No one knows whether they were ac=- 
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CBS Hottelet 2348330 21 November 1944 


on a broad front 
The battle we're fighting now/east of Aachen 


is going into a particularly interesting phase. What's happening 

3s that the Germans are being forced to reveal their defensive plan. 
We're exerting steady pressure ell along the line. But on the 
northern sector the Ninth US Army is advancing a couple of miles ax 


day, and farther down the First Army is gaining ground only slowly. 


obviously 
—-— The enemy has/decided that the line from Eschweiler xm beyond 


Dueren is to be held at all costs. For one thing it covers some good 
roads which he needs to move around on; but for another this line 
generally marks the end of the miserable forest country we've been 
fighting through and loeks out over the Cologne Plain. --- It's 


defensive 
there that he's using all his/strength and cunning to hold us down — 


and fairly well succeeding. --—-------- I went up a valley there 
this afternoon -—- through towns whose names you probably know, - 


Gressenich, Hamich, Wenau. I got a taste there of what makes slow 
going. The fields are mined, and force the flow of traffic onto the 
rutted, mine—pocked dirt roads. As you drive up the valley grows 

on our 


narrower, and the forewt come dowm to the edge of the road. X#xwE 


were way to the &® command post of the battalion commanded by Col. 


Elisha Peckham of Narragansett, Rhode Island, German zgrxs 


Lae TATE STO 
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artillery came in. It was heavy stuff, coming in in battalion con- 


centration. It hit in the road not far away from us. The lieut-— 


enant in our jeep shouted ~ It's all right, the next volley'll 


be up on the ridge, I know how they fire. We took a chance and 


barrelled down the road. The next volley did hit the ridge. But 
then the guns turned down on the road again, and while we were inside 
the building a shell landed outside the house and ruined the jeep 
parked next to ours. --—~— Jerry seems to have plenty of artillery, 


and in the woods it's doubly dangerous. The shells hit trees and ex- 


plode above ground, and scatter splinters over a wde area. —— We've 


had lots of casualties through artillerg and mortar fire in those 


woods. --—— But the enemy isn't depending only on artillery and 


mortars and emplaced automatic weapons; he’s been fighting ux well 

man to man, too. In the town of Heistern, which we went into last 
George | 

night, Captain/Folk of Ohio picked out a command post for his com~ 

pany and found five Germans inside. fnother officer found two Ger— 

man snipers under his bed. They attacked him and he had to kill them. 

The Germans kept shooting out of cellars when the houses above them 


were on fire, and one mf our tanks fired thirty rounds into one big 


building without silencing the enemy. -~~ It was in this Heistern 
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. took a bridge and bodies 
area that Colonel Peckham's men yesterdays/found the kmdx of two 


Guxmen women in German soldiers uniform smong the defenders of 


precisely 
the position.--—— We don't know yet/what that means, It may be in 


line with other indications that the Germans: are massing all the 
La) 


in the territory 
strength for a decisive battle unxkxz west tmuk of the Rhine. --- 


Tf thet is true it'll have a profound effect on the course of the 


Ne culm a at al li aan erential, Ii al i le —— — - -. ore ._ “_ 
{ ee ——— ul ae ST. BE is, — 


b ‘ 
| UBS Hottelet 1300 20 Noverber 1944 
the cthe skx¥xdemy Hast of Aachen forces of 


the American First Army are still on the move this morning? the 


Sur Qurnre + ha eoy | 
2~weethten(me ve had the last two days < 


last night there was heavy rain, “his morning the sky is low and 


: gray again, smi with a thin cold drizzle, --~ 14 seems almost as 

if we give you a weather report every time we broadcast from here, 

| & / But the weather is so extremely inportant4| ++! si the only thing that s 
| saving the Cermans. this morning our tanks and trucks are wallowing 


| A 


through , ad gaa ms and it, 14 be a very pleasant surprise if our bombers 
| get up for close support work today on this particular front, == Sut ‘ 


q these tactical difficulties aren t the only complications, 4s long 
as the weather is even fairly clear we can cruise up and down behind 
the enemy's lines and just about read his secrets over his shoulder, 
We can get a @emeir cood idea where he's got his tanks concentrated, 
and where he's brining up more stuff --- and we can stop him from doing 
ae [ . Byt even though we sit here end moan about the weather and fig= 
@ ure out all the ways it's making our job tougher, we're not letting it 
' 


stop uskXight now we re pushing in closer on the town of #schweiler. 


We'We already had patrols inside the tom -= and just [a.feww-hundped 


yards) to the weat of it our patrols this morning VG ACIU CE YF 
A fepeHekd did not get any “ermen fire, Yown a bit farther to the south 
we re clearing Sermen rearguards out of Hastenrath and Stolberg, --= 
Inere's still been no largescale “erman counterattack, they tried 
yesterday to thraw us out of Hemich = and even used some of their pre- 
cious tanks in the attemt = but the attack colle sed iuxkkx under tle 
weight of our artillery and dive bombing. this town is on the road to 


which is an anchor of his defense line i @ 
Dyeren/and you can expect to hear dbout more stiff actions there in 


the next few days. 


ee 


SL FATIVYRSIVY ‘NAHOVY ‘YdINAdSLAVHOSLYIM ‘YSHOIF 


oS 


af 


| 
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KEK SHEE ZUOREKPLONSHNEZ LOXWStBNXANLR 7 HOMPX ONZANEZMOveX avatMxxX RA 
theowax7upxtucthesteankxyaux 7 x¥eturezkhecabkackxotartedxourxsrsa 
WRaLez ark aXwasxpe tices nig ancttx tet txhnnsxttsxhignterxsidesy 
Y : the katimarks of progress == 

nee again when you go up to the front you see/S+ s bouncing around 
on “ermen motorcycles they ve just picked up; you see white tape 
yumm stretched around nimzex mines and booby traps —= you get the 
flavor again of battalion and company command posts moving up in 
all the ordered confusion that maxks goes with an attack, And you 
see ¥ ordnance teams with their heavy vehicles working on tanks 
that had hit mines in the field the dey before, and you know that 


they*11 be back in the battle very soon, 
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Hottelet 1933 19 Sxkweks November 1944 


On xhz General Hodges First Army front the battle is 


more — land and air pounding we're 
reaching a/fluid a stage. The steady prepeyrexyey rexkepringxupxartk 


giving the Germans coupled with thom at 
elong the line, Gititxxnen /switt jabs wakrencivingxkim -—- first kere 


one point then another -~- this strategy of strength is having its 
@ effect. At some points the enemy Humxkagunxits seems to be reaching t) 


breaking point ~ prisoners f@ome in dazed end exhausted (Anu soielot 
he Gnits we're) fighting pow pre ayong the vebt Hitler nas Weft.) 
--- At other points the Germans have begun to abandon their forward 


positions. They've pulled most of their forces out of the town of 


Stolberg -- leaving behind some snipers and acres of mines and booby 
traps. What they obviously hope xmxis is gw to be able to 


get more strength for the defense of key points like Eschweiler and 


Dueren. But they're taking a terrible pounding, and every time they 


y 


move back they leave a number of dead on the battlefield. You can see 


them when you go up, lying in ditches, in fields , in houses. 


-~ The German commander must be a miserable man tonight. He sees us 


sa in on him everywhere, day and night. One -hpttaltonzeom od 


yZtieatenant Lotopet Robert Biayrk of St Liss dpi, Migsouri/ pushed on 


Wintistinentna! 


_@ #housénd yards tirbugh Ja-forest- Last hight. (Wgen we're not moving 


— Anti) ALWAYS jt's cUle CHeICEs 


here, we're pushing in farther down) HM Sten new the/Gérhek 60 
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Aander-d¢oides AO btige ja Local veuntenattack;/the way helala\ 


ctwiceat—the town of Memith; ike atgws ithere\isn't tuch nope. He 


LAA 
fe ti eS 


has too litle strength) for tog lpngla frogit;) and) his dniylctisnce. 
Ag-td-holdthe bulk-of | his jeffpnsive) trdops \batk and ltry tb hit us \ 
_xt sometime whet -wereloff balances\=~</Bat| all this while our 


bombers and our artillery are reaching out behind his front hit- 


ae 
f 


ting his roads and railroads, his positions and his concentration 


¢ Ci 


- po 


Oud HL x0 ve 
9 , 


points. -- I spent an hour flying over the battle front this 


0 
A. AA ALE! 0 


xe ne 


morning in an observation plane. And notfive minutes went by that 


——— 


Captain James Townsend, of Stanton, Kentucky mum didnt turn around 


ty AOA 


and point to another place the Germans were being hit. 7% A there 


’ ea, ~ A 


MEXEXWaE were the Thunderbolts, flying in single files, climbing 


Gok ~ th 


oe: 


— 


and weaving and then zooming down. It was graceful as a daisy chain. 


sam 


But they weren't dropping flowers. You saw the red flame of the bomk 


through black smoke and dust and then they were climbing again, 


_ turning past us in a clean, easy circle to come back and spray the 


VME Ferty ie AM ene eo \ 


target with their machineguns. ---— And Met there. Wie Pee ges 


Av2ereE— 


Be enh 


\ 


any pie. We saw the white smoke and the muzzle flash mmt of 


7 


dozens together. And we just sat up there and turned our heads to 


a 

4 bw 

l 
QI lis 


the left and watched the shells hit in ewretigg ~- Eschweiler - He tases 


: AVAL. Ae Oy a ‘a, La 
en Nothberg and on in. Moos Sh avpwnil esate: hE 
V WG : va Herioe eth -angswedre: baking the rune, 


Beas aay, LOR An LAA Like dog Vb 
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PRESS EDWARB MURROW COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM LONDON 


Confirming Thanksgiving show will follow your suggestion 


pera warbond program december seventh presents difficulties 
which presently seem insurmountable if you want live origin- 
ation stop unit identification impossible stop actual sounds 
units moving frontward unfeasible because broadcast originates 
in truck which tightly closed problackout stop greatest dif-— 
ficulty is presently prevailing complete collapse of circuit 
at that hour of signal corps transmitter which we would use 


probroadcast stop we could probably provide you with essentially 


what you want if you are prepared accept recording stop advantage 


_. Signals 
therein is that all witthtdEs /ochere around midnight stink and 
recording would provide you with our complete show at hand in 
London stop please advise whether wm you can use recording or 


whether essential we attempt live show stop best regards 


richard hottelet 


CBS Hottelet 1300-18 November 1944 
Ba General Hodges' First Army's attack is contin- 
this morning It's a werm, sunny& day up here for a change. Sur 
making progress. 
® And quite apart from being just pleasant and vu pected it means 


that our bombers are out again to pound targets behind 
dines only a few miles from where we're broadcasting. 


looking out of our transmitter truck i can see our mediums out ahes 


of us, flying in tight boxes of six. --- And underneath them -~ luckily 


far enough underneath them ~~~ there are thickz clusters of dirty, 
Se ee 


brownish smoke. the Uermans are sending up a pretty fair amount of 


Vlak. Harlier today they got one of our planes here. But the bombing 
You may We able to hear the rumble of the bombs. 
soes on -- there are some more mediums over the target right now. /And 


all the while the ¥xkekzikex= little cubs are soaring in la zy spirals 
 WEAVY _) 
in the blue sky, ssotting encmy batteries mand correcting ouryertillepy 


g 
LLTes 
Exeept for the flak there's still been no opposition 


in the ain. Hh gssmxnmt the men on the ground are heving a tougher time. 
’ TRI INA TD HOLD VS UP vir OUZIGIHAC ATTACK TOOK THEM BY s0le~ 
i the Germans are 2iggubbiag packAiiahirnetictcr they lyre tRi-+3 Hie eV ore 
PRISE AS Nigar AMD PLACE ~4Here'S No DovB@T ARovT THAT, But ree y KNEW WE'D KeE- 
, eta i he hervi vary tHek bheyaxesurve yes end tive beer fame 
AITrine tHE et WHERE MioNa THE LINE, oo THEYVE ECEN FoermFYIn& A GeEEAT SECT 
Uhre, for two months. In places ve'vVe been held up by dense mine~ 
Arn \ Ggre 
fields, by strong autamakige machine gun and mortar fire. And today for 
the first time the enemy began to use his smokethrowing reckets - 
Original cope? 


his/nebelwerfer. ---~ But the “he any seen to hays be satisTfie 
is kind ofa passive defense. Shere've been no. severe 
PS tt 


counterattacks on this “irst Army front since ve jumped off 48 hours 
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Aicht 
ago. A#epetday there Were tie Shon wt tacks (witb abou o compa Ty, 
apiece) and we Wikew Witten weehy «~~- there's no doubt that the 


plenty 
“Germans up ahead of us are ekiik strong, and it may be that they're 


} waiting for us to move farther ahead and stretch out a little more 
before they hit us with whatever they can muster. 


in the meanwhile our first job is to chew our 
with minimum losses. . 


a 


& way into their defense zone/ And in these circumstances the short 


c 


advances we've made a 1000 yards here and twothousand yards there 


are satisfactory. 


CBS Hottelet 2348:30 17 November 1944 


The First Army's advance is going slowly. 
This in itself is no surprise. /ind_we-expect tt—to-keep-on--going| 
J slowry-tor-severaltays-more| When you go up to the front you see &« 
Sb the reasonj. ——--— Right Bee a tice inching our way into the defenses 
the Germans put up as a crust during these two months the front 
has been stabile. All along in front of us are heavy minefields -— 
@ teller mines big enough to bitow the tread off a tank er break up 
a half track: there are antipersonmel mines — the socalled bouncing 
babies that jump fowr or five feet into the air before they explode, 
and beeby traps in trees and bushes and fields. And I saw enough 
- Mangled 
¥ pikmwuxumn jeeps, tanks and halftracks todays to show these minefields 
are doing damage. -—- The enemy is using one trick he used in ‘friea 
“He's digging his mines in very deeply,in places, — so deeply that 
ce “the first vehicles to go over the spot won't blow up. But as sev- 
/ eral more go over the same place, and plough im deeper into the 
/ goft earth, one of them hits the mine. -—— The wet ground helps 
the enemy too. A line of tanks marching along a wEgEX field will 
turn the track into a quicksand; and another vehicle coming up be- 


hind will take a chance mmt on turning off rather than bog down - 


and it will hit a mine. 


And, even though xm we were expecting minefields 


Be er Wr er 


MLL AS. 


1007 
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and must took steps to clear them. I watched a group of mine- 
sweepers at work; a group of G I's with their vacuum cleaners 
muddy and bent, stubbly faced and red eyed creeping wearily down 
a road. A halftrack and a light tank had both run on mines there 
and these men were trying to find whether there were any more. 
Huctsaxrxthextx In cold and gusty rain they werked, with drops of 


water on the ends of their nose. They weren't satisfied with their 


electric detection machines because the Germans use plastic mines 


and wooden mines too, that you can't detect. -- So they sat on 


puddles and into 
their wumekes haunches in little groups stabbing into thuxgrounk 


mud mines 
/ with bayonets to find more mtmitz -- like children making pies. 
This takes time -— no matter how violent and crushing 
our bombing and our artillery fire is. And weirs just got to make 
Re CRAs ea Wragg be Neer OF (ee re Ras i 


a) up oar minds that maintaining|e-winter—offensive/is a lot more 


complicated than rushing over solid ground the way we did in Aug- 


ust and September. : bs 34 
: AEE “i : 
i \ 
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VIA PRESS WIRELESS 
URGENT PRESS COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SY¥STem NEW YORK 


Tonights 0315 show will bangup round table ned calmer 
howard smith myself stop eye will inlead wherefore please 
By overturn meward 


richard hottelet 


YS Smith Hottelet Calmer 0415 17 November 1944 


It's quarter after four in the morning here in 
Belgium as and up at the front the sound of battle has died dewn 
somewhat, the way it always dees at night. Dut noene up there is 
getting any rest. The a ef the First and Ninth Armies, who drove 
forward today have got to get their newly won positions secure 
againat any Gorman counterattack. More supplies ani ammunition pe 
+o be brought up in preparation for tomorrow's action, Se right 
new trucks and jeeps and halftracks are creeping up winding, shell- 


torn roads and acrees boggy fields. 


It's the conclusion ef a terrific day ~= a day that’s 


geen the entire western front in motion once nore, [in-e-greet—wintes 


_efteneive_to-orush-ermaay.} 


genes 


Ne ome mam can see any more than just a small corner 


ef so sweeping an operation, so three of us hsve come together at 


this microphone to exchange notes on whatk happened at different 


points since the offensive began at eleven oclock this merning. 


come down 
Heward K. Smith has wakukudxts from the American Hint. 


Arny frent, aad Ned Calmer and I spent mach of today out with one 


of the crack armored divisions of Gendral Hedges’ First US Armye © 


; rs 
f () 


ee .. 


¥ 
\) a t A ad . ™~ “A ae, 
pAb, AO 
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pase two. 


Well, out ouxy way, up north of Aachen, things looked 
surprisingly good today. For the first time in more than two weeks, 
the weather was go0d=-«— by good, I mean the sky was only dappled 
with clouds instead of being spicier, * Hk Ph 

I watched the battle oii a"e St Resheap near an oid 
coal mine, From ten this morning our fighter=bombers and mediums 
were swarming over our heads into Sapte Sometimes, despite 
a rather. dense ground haze, you could see the results-—- oo 
mashrooms of smoke rising from the little german villages on the 
Other side of ner Senne 

Then, the artillery joined in sminkuxkemermuden 
with an incessant din that jarred the ground we stood on, Sig 
fountains of white emoke rose up from the wihthnagemx German — 

Village strong=points, and it wasn't long before an wnbroken 
sheet of smoke, reaching a humdred yards or se into the sky, 


completely enveloped them. Then, at noon pius foxrty=tive minutes, 


alee 


the intantry went in. 

Headquarters told us that in less than three hours 
after the in’antry assault the foremost Nazi cefen were 
over=rim, more than four of their towns were in our age 
and some two kilometers had been mibbled of that long trail 
to Berlin, 

Phe amazing thing was the weakness of the 
German resistance, There was a minimal response to our artiliory 
parrage. Not a single German fighter went into the sky against 
eur bombers. And the infantry boys xayerk say the imams 
village strong=points literally fell in their hands after the 
usual softening=up process 

That, however, is the first day. For the future 


akg 


we're keeping our tinsers cros GEG 


ee 
i ekicies,. howard. meg axtA-heve but- Pee badk tetpepen- PAN GiOn— 


poasielvsddl seemed to us much the same situation so far as 
german opposition was concerned, dont you think so, ned, 
St “rad be generally syesking,/shate right. but it wouldnt be right to 
was there was no opposition at all. youll remember that while 
we were making those recordings up in the front line today 
jerry started lobbing in artillery shells with some regularity 
@yen after our air bombings and our om artillery bombardment had 
had a good crack at his positions. some of those shells began 
dropping right along the road being used by our advancing armor 
and infantry. fortunately, the shells fell behind the units 
rather than in the midst of them, though they had me scared for 
@ while. but that was nothing compared to the accuracy of 
the shelling a couple of hours later when we were caught in that 
village by the real heavy stuff -- i dont know what caliber it 
was but it sure sounded big, maybe as big as about a hundred and 
Reesor moree while you were interviewing those german prisoners 
thejerry artillery was laying shells along the road outside just about 


as neatly as i ever want to see it done again. luckily, we didnt 


have to worry about bombs from the air as well, aexkunexdxaayayx in 


some ways, the most astonishing thing about todays action was that 


the germans had no opposition for us in the air at all, 


pobre "4 . 
ett 
=paok 


j setae | 


abs 
. a P, 


eR 


as for our own air, it was the most spectacular, the most devastating 


operation of its kind i have ever séen. without it, i doubt if 
we could have achieved nearly the initial success weve had even with 
the tremendous artillery concentration and stubborn infantry and 


tank advance on the ground. 


vs) 
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CALMER : I think you could call that my overall impression, Dick, 


I wonder how it comparés with yours. 
HOTTELETs The precision ~ the careful and accurate timing — the 
way one part of the operation fitted so smoothly into the other, is) 


what NRE me most. Your FOReR eT when we got word that the 


attack was to begin at eleven oclock instead of later, as ites 
originally seebue. wk: tore offx in our jeep with the recording 


gear, And then, sure enough) 28 we got to the front just at eleven 
we heard that throbbing thunder in the sky overhead. The heavy 


bombers, the mediums land the fighters — ail three thousand of them, 


( 


were keeping their date. mel The artillery opened up on time, and 


that column of tanks that Was suppesed to come down the dirt road to 


our left and wheél across the meadow to attank - it came in on time 


too, Right on the phic, +++++++++ It's probably not, remarkable in | 


itself -— but it certainly is when you think that for miles and mile: 


on either side of tits other columns of tanks were wheeling into po- | 


Sition, and othes battalions of ertillery were firing, and other 


infantry units were pukling themselves out of their holes and moving» 


forward. iverywhere conditions are different - there's different 


terrain, and different enemy a@fenses and the problem of supply 


varies from unit to. unit. But here we are, six armies moving in line 
abreast, capone and without confusion. That'ssteemmorkk! 


[ 


| 
yi 
1 


| 
q 


page five. 


CAIMERs Tell me, Howard, how was the 
team=work up on the Ninth ary front? 


enemy's 


SMITH: Well, we had feared the very worstm in 


otk 


these interminable de ays of preparation It's pretty hard to 
keep preparations for an offensive duylietne S50 many men on 
sO large a front, secret. There were all sorts of stories about 


eneny agents hovering about our command posts, 
plans to nip our attack in the bud Some of 


Jo Nhe 


an Vi wild Ger man 


the agents mexm 
are supposed to have been discuised age~= 


War correspondents. But today's resulis 
Jerry's information service was not as go 


of all things-—. 


PY = ™m 
taal 7 Lh 


tO indicate that 
as we feared. 

No special preparations to meet an attack were noted on 
front in the past few Gzye crucial days, and to a 


he was certainly taken by surprise, 


But, Dick, didn't you get some dope about the same 


thing from some german prisoners tinkaxmy +! 


hemselves, this morning? 


ws ) 


a 
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HOTTELET s Yech, we were tearing down the street ef this 
little town, with kine some Jerry shells xmmtug throwing pieces 


shouted to 
ef house at us when the Captain Muxyeputxat Al Belon to stop. 


Al swang the jeep over, and we saw that some ef sur people were 
just getting mine German prisoners out of the house we were headed 


for, «—«~ They were a pretty tough punch (24h Entantry-htviwrtem] 
they had decorations there at least once. 


All of them had fought 4n Russia,/and all of them had been wounded s | 


wom They had surrendewed without a fight and I asked them how come. 
routine 


They said they'd been ordered inte town the night before on/ petrol. | 


Wo one had the slightest idea on their side that we were going to 
attack this merning. This morning they were bypassed and captured 


in the first half hour, 
“um They were still tough, but they were just over~ 


whelmed by our strength, You know, it was a pretty sharp and 


dramatic contrast between these Germans and the tough, aggressive 


American doughboys we watched going up that game street. 


} 


i made it a point to talk to a lot of different g.ei.ss today 
Ned dierecomsxexxeaixoresxanastinnebxaris 


sa a HEE FA 8 Fi 


4 
ro 
2 


“ink and 1 got the same ipression'from nearly ail of them. after 
cays end in some cases reeks of waiting in the dreary cold and rain 
they were rerin to go into action, the sun came out and made then 
eapey for the first tine in @ long while, and when the attack got 
under way everbody was in high good humor, theres probably no souné 
in the workd that brings as much joy to a doughboys heart as that 


} 
f 


‘wast, majestic, enormous hum of american heavy bombers overhead, 


oe 
wih é 
@anud. then gnen the artillery mewkxxnxt started its own particular 
? A 
\ 
symphouy, it was’ avect music to the boys who had the assignment 


of going in and cleaning up behind that barragé, one young bub 
grizzled docface turned to me and said amid the thunder or the guns-- 
4 gure wish my ma and pa could hear that. theyd find ovt where their 
war bonds are foin, ag we drove by an artillery loading depot 

agit nig * +4 hia ioe doe me (a i, ty nen a Beane 
ee ‘peero locked down on our passing jeep anc ealled outee- who winnin 
uk gome of the Boys ** 

ba ai a x tod Sy Ta a ~~ oe + Sony ~ aoe . ~ & vy yn " pyle 
: \iaexakickkexeeuttdenne joked about the danger they were going invo 


i I le ag ae. ge ag au < ay of et has cea AD pe ia & i ‘ e a ian 4 “ie 
as the infantry jumped off, and one of them said to me -- there 


iy £ fed Cee n a by A Pe : Tn, och eh tHe eA + < o 7 a. ee 3 r awe ~~ 
gure is one place id Like bo sé@ now anc its not berlin -— its my own 


’ rome tow. 


2 eee ed ey ne re eA 


‘ re <y ad ‘ he Rate 
eh " : 
eS ae 
ead 2 


“Paige ken eight. 


CATMER: That's how the GI's are taking it. Howard, you 
were a war correspondent in Berlin3 how do you think German 
morale is going to stand up under this new offensive? Do da 
ximxiitiix they'll crack? ! f 
‘SMITH: Well, Ned, it's always been my opinion that German 
morale has largely already cracked. 1 think most Germans stopped'| 
fighting foxmemknumtmsm frou enthusiasm for any positive war=aim : 
two years ago, imatmoxx Of course there are fanatical Nazis 
of whom it isn't trve, but I sincerely believe that most 
Germans keep fighting sheerly from fear~--- fear of the 
3 Gestapo behind them, and fear of defeat, as Goebbels has 
painted it, in front of them. You'd have to be forced to 
-vead the & Voelkischer Beobachter every day for four long years, 
as I have had to as a correspondent in Berlin, and then in 
Switzerland, to realize xhakmimw what a mighty weapon fear 
can be. I truly believe we missec a chance ot shombomia 
possibly shortening the war hy when we failed.to remove that 
weapon from Goebbels' hands by. offering a really constructive 
plan for a future GermanyH...e. but that's getting off into 
one of my pet political theories: again. Let's get back to 
the military war--—-- No, I‘ don't think the Germans will 
collapse internally. I'm afraid-we'tre going to have to fight 
iy our way to Berlin with steel and gunepowder. 
Rae you were in Berlin as long as I was. Don't you 


think that's true. 


pl 
rally." 
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HOTTELET: I agree with you Howard, This is probably the 


final phase of the war against Germany, but it certainly is hot 


going to be any pushover. The & job our two armies have ahead of 


” 


them right now is a tough one. ——— For just about two months we've 


sat still on this line , 
‘huem pretty immukiia fxant of ours. And in this time the enemy 


has done his absolute utmbs+ to build up a strong front against us. 
Inside Germany intensive propaganda and greater terror and manpower 
| _ new weapons and 

combouts have produced/new divisions for the fxrmmxx defense of the 
Fatherland, — And right in front of us hetween us and the Rhine, 
German engineers and men and women conscript laborers have been 
building new field fortifications. --— We broke through the actual 

behind saa it 
Siegfried Line two months ago, but in the meanwhile/new concrete 
pillboxes have been poured and antitank ditches and emplacements and 
positions have been dug. There are two rivers between us and the 
ieee they're strongly fortified 
Rhine —- they're the Roer and the Erft,/and you're likely to here 
about sharp battles for them, -—— The German High Command has 
scraped the bottom of the barrel for more artillery and automatic 
weapons and tanks and brought them up against us,together with 

: the Germans've 


whatever infantry it could upaxz muster. --—=— No, wekxex still got 


agnukkaxa fight left in them, But wetre wk matching our strength 


against theirs, and I think we've got too much for them, 


nr Aa epee 
, AV 


WbacAhate ‘Shot. ‘dick. pad anybody whos watched the american supply 

eyehen | : 

‘keakn/during the past few weeks is not going to give the germans an 

even bet. because when the german armies are finally broken and 
thrown back across the rhine, the miracle of sup 
possible. from the coast of the atlantic and the english channel to 
: | _ by canal, 
eastern france and belgium -- by train, by truck,/if need be by air, 
‘ weve been delivering the goods. and now that the port of ant werp 
A opening Up, the balance against the enemy should be overvhelming. 
today, as our troops went into action on the first and ninth army 
fronts, they were only the Spearhead of a supply system stret ching 


hundreds of miles to their rear, and the men who run that system, 
the men behind the dines, the men who run the ships that Carry our 
, supply to the railheads and the truckheads on this continent, 


_ those men, in their way, are just as responsible for the success of 
this new attack as the doughboy with the gun whos fighting hand to 
hand with the german enemy. when you watch that stuff pour up 

to the front, day after day, in weather fair or foul, under the 
worst possible road conditions, you know that no german resistance, 


_ however strong, can last indefinitely against this mounting pressure. 


ly will have made this 
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HOTTELET 3 : Well, there you've got three men's opinion 
on what the offensive means shat’s started today both sides 


of Aachen —— and how it's going. You've heard three COlumbia 


War Correspondents with the American Forces in Western HZuropes 


@ Howard K, Smith with the Ninth Army, Ned Calmer with the First 


‘Army -—— and this is Richard C, Hottelet, also of First Army, 


returning you now to CBS in New York, 


)5 


supperted and preceded by heavy aerial bembardment, 


—... 


gen forest — xheynympayzyienx have been limited in scale and in 


— ? 
rs 


Hottelet Offensive Lead HFR 


An attack was launched by tnx rps esas Hodges 
€.¢véur we ow Sr / ae VI OTE NING = WAIL ERE ‘odoin a 
First Us Teny et \ sha ocleck this \ 


—K ——~iIt- was 


This sober announcement has just been made here at 


the | 
Army headquarters. It means that xiw First Army has joined the 


British and American forces already advancing on its right and 


left,-- and that the Western Front is new again in metion, 
ae 
Paget We here and the men in the very front lines have been 


waiting for today as eagerly as you have. For twe menths new the 


bulk of the Army has been in powitien -— the operatiens it has 


conducted, — encircling and taking Aachen, fighting in the Huert- 


their objectives. 


| itis weeks kuturexkkey after the breakthrough 


\ 


at St. Lo in cr First Army raced northward through France. 


It fought the rere << or Falaise Pocket. It fought the Battle 
of the Seine, It chased tS Saunas of the German Seventh and 

/ Se | 
Fifteenth Armies up inte Belgium} and outran them to destroy 


\. 
‘, 
~ 


anether German Army Cerps at Mons PE feel There it turned 


ss) 
east, dreve up the valley ofx the Meuse ~~ ~and then, when yoene 


sy 


CUTS 
knew how they kept on meving,General Hodges mdi, divisions 


xo og 
Fedde 


*¢ée 


Pe 


# 
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: . Tae attack began ia the first good weather we've had 

: yo -~~ 4 weeks. Tae sua was out wien the bombers and dive bombers went ia : 

: be eleven oGlock -—— and far upeb eg ei Si Psy could see the stateky 4 

= silver formatioas rosr their way into the target area. --- It's been : 
cold and a, ell day, but the ground is still soaked. with the raia 
of the tast tN 70 HORthS. 


: ee % Our forces moved to the attack despite this diffi- 
; culty. | They-moved-—forward. acress.tici¢s-ené-tharough.trees.aad along mo, 


hg 
| Bdedes ia their ears as they moved was the thunder of cur guns, “ed 


zy 


| the daternittent reoly- of-the-German” ertillery..Isis, and the sound of 
the bombing” Yolled Aeross the pleir™ “pera: weecnioed ia wooded vableyse 


~ | . rets-ae-éoue x he from wist i-sew-in tice first nours 

f “efter 4 Hour taat the persion vac goliag according to plan; and taat 

” | the Germaas W-- even thougax they may~ Raye been expecting an offensive -= 
did aot koow mnere or woe or How-it—was-eomimg. _ ee * 

eS ji fhe First Army has been ready to jump off for about 7] 


eleven days. --- but in this time. nis ian rain, haze aad low clouds 


ev 
/ Owede it impossible to use our oi? Sewer.  /iveey® aso) weather resorts 
f { ; ez 4 
i Ls jeme in to headquarters -- and each time they were as bed as ever. F 
a 2 - ? * 
My i seemed tuat ‘weather was really working with tne ecuemy once again. 


Whet—seems tO neve-nappened-ts-taat-a cycioaic_condition moviag dows 
~frox_lerway Wete—it—impossible—to—orediet wien the weather would — | 
improver 
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lunged on across the Siegfried Line. Gasoline was short, atm 


nition even scarcer —— men and machines were dangerously near 


os the breaking point. The Army had to stop. e 
SS —? Go / 
But the men and al ‘ofimenders never lost 
these @as 


their offensive spirit. During king” ‘seat weeks they’ve sgongxpayEe 


er 


@ shay xbabaythmysimexytimy ten ydricea, Mave to bring up supplies, to 
y ie i on vi Ue 
refit their equipment, - aes the replacements for their dead 
uke. * STAFFS taAvE woeKed DAY AND _NI GH 44 GET INFORMATION AND MACE NEW PLANS. 
“end wounded .\=——( PLY bhis while the Germans have been even 
a Ae A) 


more feverishly’ at Mork, struggling to get new divisions into the 


field, to/est battered factories to) turn out new weapons; con= 
“soripting en and women to dig hew field forti€idatiions behind 
A ye r ouN THIS | TIME. : 

ide enosieetrini line. 7 pam | 

ae, i Hew A 
r  Syuctese@fui. Whe field emplacements and new concrete pillboxes and. 

LAG REEM Rey ) “HE BNE 7 
positions| between us and the Rhine, brerft wot. dB E.. knows how 


to use ground, and the two ie: the Roer and the Erft, that 
lie just in front . ye pave been titted into ~— defenge = 
htt oS a _ 


6 


H & 
——— And ies oni! | Kae: eae gotten more troops up into this area - 
more infantry and armor, and much more betaine. In the last 


weeks he's been aggressive all along the front. 


So our men in the forward positions have not 
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had an easy time -- and in jumping off today they're coming 


up agaimst tough SPROAI SE OMA 


40-7 


] 
ia Tic Wis Moe egh AR aiaceneaai rina merapt cre aisle ae 


than the enemy. Right now Metre in the beginning of the Western 
/ 
European winter ibe and ss the last eight weeks it's been 
i “ 


raining almost every day. The fields and the meadows are soggy. 


& Heavy vehicles hdve/ got to stick to the road becausx they just 


a 
/ 


bog down when hey try to cut across country -— why even a jeep 


will sink tn. spore And the roads are bogs too, or else, 


{ 


if they" re paved the éncessant pounding of heavy wheels and treads 
) : 
4s chewing them up. 

3 
The men who've been living up forward these last 


: 


omnes PS 
\ 


} weeks have howal ly been as wet and muddy as the ground around them, 


The chill gt the long nights and the clammy morning haze cut thay ie, 


s - 
- ~ 
ee 


through inves clothes. a) 


| YE eT . He 
TN | N\ \ 4d when the bombers roared overhead tW/Ahe/Aray 
o } ? 


~ ov@/ Fest Ast a 


/ aust this morning; and amid the thunder of massed artillery, 
| the men of Whd tatemipy \ “and. the: tanks were glad to lift tedpel een 
} 


out of their muddy holes and get going again. 


e 
Sra ye Tae era fort 


£4 Aah es ot 


CBS Hottelet 2348 15 November 1944 
Not all of this war is being fought at the 
front. There’ important cetee on behind our lines in the city 
of Aachen -=- the kind of:struggle that will ke ultimately de- 
cide whether we've won the war. It's a fight carried on by a 
handful of American officers and a hundred odd German civilians 
to bring democracy into the German territory we've occupied. 
They're fighting against cold and hunger -~ because 
people who've lost everything they own, mat whose only thought is 
where they can borrow, beg or steal their next meal are too pre-— 
occupied mwkkkxkk= to worry much & about political forms, -~-— They're 
fighting the deadly effect the Nazi straitjacket has had on the 
mind of the ordinary person -—- they're trying to stimulate free 
thought and free action again. The way your rub and pound yourself 
when your leg falls asleep. 3 
It*s a fascinating exportnent.fourmitttery coves 


are 
ment people take the view that the Germans must Re gceceee ce help 


eo 


themselves. That's why the city of Aachen, which has 160,000 inhab- 
Da 
ise 
itants in normal times is run by an army team of thirteen officers 
ors 


—_ 
ae 


and twelve enlisted men, << They've appointed a German mayor for 


the city, and under him they’ve named a German town council of 


— 


— 


sev<h_men to take-care of—the—main-munictpal—functionss—water 


PASSED FoR PUBLIC 


: 
| 
‘ if 


re 
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supply foots rousing ——— Qur military government team, headed 


outlines 
by Major William Burl bert, of Jacksonville, Florida givasxxtkz 


the job to be done that job is 
MEKENHAXYXBEREEH, but the ways and means by which xhusexurders 


actually completed 

AERXEXEYLatXEMK rest with the Oberbuergermeister and his assistant 
Buergermeisters. --— This is a far cry from the days xmxmkx 

when orders came down from the Nazi Gauleiter and wexm had to be 
obeyed blindly. to the last detail -- or else. 

I attended a meeting of the town council -- a meeting 
to help the work of the eight or nine civilian doctors left in 
Aachen. %eysbuayxmmnm There was a chairman who saw that everyone 
there had his say. There was free argument. xkuuxAt the end there 
was a vote. And even the outcome was a democratic one. The meeting 

state 
voted to scrap the system of munfkdumkixzk physicians whom the 
Nazis had used to pass sick people for conscript labor. fkaxmmx 
KX This sort of problem -- and the other really serious 
haewtiLon of food arid shelter for more than 10,000 people through 
the winter --- these problems are being tovkiea in an elementary 
democratic hax Tt looks only from day to day, but if this prin- 
ciple of free choice spreads as we move deeper into Germany we 


can be reassured that we're fighting for something real and 


worthwhile. 


Ba ea ee tt ee 
j ine eS Yee el ies tee 
Lan ae 
. 3 < } A Yipee. Ne * 
’ > » , ‘ 


5 - - era Raa on ae a eT ee ok 
3 | ‘Hottelet Reeerding Victor Hecreation Center 

eee s,s Fact . 14 November 1944 

be ae Begins JHaCK BLEVEN 

eae . Mottelet: . - But now let's get some dope about what 


this Victor Recreation Center is, and whatk it's doing for our 
Boa ROLL RSs ° ETT ask Captain Bill ionkin of lronwood iichigan to 


come to Chlumbia's tra welling mike and tell us about it. Bill is 
‘Seen } does 
Pet is ’ . 


= one of the officers who dmms the work of keeping the center going. 
x 3 TONKLN: 2 the main idea of our outfit is to give our 
ay | break, You know vhet a winter campaign 
athe men at the front a shovizxantezolxexvidtizokion is like 
in this part of the world. i's just about twentyfour hours a day of 
misery for everyvody eeneerned. The men in the infantry live their 
lives up te their waist in mud. they don't get a chance to get into 
clean clothes == and if they did it wouldn's do them much good because 
a 5 | _ they'd i be as filthy as ever in ten minutes, == And it's ail like that 
they can't wash, and lots of times they ean't get hot tood; and when ys 
| you're up in the line you've got to be @lert every pinata Guy and night 
eo $x lf aman lives like that too long it wears him down. 
x ROI LLST XXkakkuxnky And so you bring him back here for 
BS Ties a Spell of divilivetion, | | 
* ‘ | 
- LT ONKING Yeah, that's the idea. we've pretityx nearly taken (| 
aa . over this town, and we try to give the men everything it takes to re- 
ee bin enh ieee EVA tell you how it workse ihe various divisions are allo- 


cs i ~ eated a certain nuaber of 48 hour passes. they look ercund their front 
: , Wace eustite and pick out men who've had a particulerly tough time. 

a : , ‘ 

&s ape they load the boys on trucks and send them down to UuSe --=- Its like 
ee) 


| | Vy ; 
getting an unexpected Christmas present. ---- te've got. hotels and bi: 


7 


Beet: lets here, and the first thing we do is show them where they're going 
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‘pege two CBo hecording hottelet recrention center 14 november 44 
to sleep. -- Most of them haven't seen beds and sheets since they lett 


England. ---=-~ Then we show them the showers, «-- ard you heard your- 


self that the boys think of the showerbe «<= ile fix ‘om up there with 
& complete, new, clean uniform. After that we feed them, amd then they 
ean do anything they wont foux for two daySe 

cic chlorate ‘Well, whst DO they de? 


\faw t RY : t Pe echiee ee i Be Ge ey . eer’ =, Se +. 
OAL hs. : HOME Oo them ha.diy set out of DEF om they're § 


‘to wake up for Lost slecp. Bukzvetvezgetsfariiktk Dut we're set up to 


give them a good time if they want, it. we've got movies and USO showe 

and te thystnewepeuszs kaxkr thc Aymy Special Service hes silly hore here 
ae 

with a Us show and = swell bands Je" ve go. a sd that the beys can stoc 

up with cisarettes and candy ine te've get books, if they just went to 


os tee Ph Ae ® Frond 
sk Se Ye aa 


Liiva ta ke @ S 
pero 7 Pep e itn Ce en: retin hewee 
Vo. bs Se daded $ who & Ln Caarge meres 
Peay Ree G ane oe i ae Se eee i gry ee em get e Vliet nartie 
AUR ois Mag oe Be Sisk oes SEStGy sia 2 OG 2 £ sree ee fu Gre 
i. 4134 awe . 
he seldiers need -- 


and he's got a heart as big a& & houses 


4, F a : i Ba. get Te wage Seay ARS Ts ies 7 ey wag 
eooe but let'a take the mike axe Oround onu 


pet a look at some of the boy&e 


Le x” » <i 7 


ae 
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to 


ys & AB 4 we the 
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four hundred seventy; but we're expanding and pretty coon we'll be 
we é wes Ee 2 WP eae wes s4<5 4 < & 4 yoe i es * _% ¥ * ‘ o " 
abie to teke a thouserd mon at = timge «-—. ihere are other recreation 
i, — oe Sa ew As % + a “ + te yo a ws ‘| & we ce & masrene ene 15 he nd was ee ~ a. 
centers doing the same thing here in first Aaymy -~ but 6} re a 106 
4 , \ " by g Fae dite Ba a an j , & 8 (A s 5% 
of men twkm in the line who rate some fun. We'li get ‘em alle 
: 
vos 98 ee) a d ; de a Pa a ee e ie 2 f < eo Pm 
BOSTELET: Yeah, you've got a pretty big job. yon 
= . fe ree %.. 4 . 
in charge heres 
TON tt » ieek 108) 2 “yee : rae ane ie ¢e surt x a 
wm APAELL LG LEE ww eg > > lO ah at Late <q; ez bet eit gy eR ; L¥ AE P yea Lor. 
tiga? : bee? 4854 oy TT Were se whet ab Tatars wan? 5 ne a Piece eet FR 
+-& as S “#GEo he Se Lanter, ASRS t@y Rb BLE Witte OTe Weisive £D 4 BLA Ah ae) z te & oe 
heart as big 26 a house. 
eeeceee DUG how about taki ng Une MAKGS Our 6nd Ee tir 
& losk at seme of the boys. 
é 
‘ f 
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yaxx And then w Zot books, if they just went 


i 4. V9* 7, * » « , 3 at 
i many men geaxyer cen you put up: 
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fhreks This ammembered | cx olm thet—weve~ait—béen 
feeteah. on the First US Army front hes stillm not been broken, -- And’ 
when you travel around in the srea behind the front you cen see how 
difficult it's going to be to gét this Army on the move egoi te BRREES > 
rain end snow over the last three weeks have turned thevPlelds into 

a nightmare for transport -~ the chill of winter makes the sheer 
business of living a complicated job. Everything takes ¢ little Longe 
and is a little more difficult. -- And with every dey thet passes there 
is less daylight in which to operate. Already it starts gettang dark 
akxabouk just efter five oelock -- and even after dawn in the morning 
there's a haze on the ground that usually lasts till ‘nine or ten 
oclock. Aix Low gray ceilings end rainy skies heve béen making it im- 
possible to use the striking power of our bombers, **#%*** Andnow, 

after verd two months xaxwnkeax cw RP ELERES tue xGermennxe bre aie eth 


mle o, 0 cae 


there's a strong bert of enemy fortifications, bo be overcom (Winemmme 


air) Not only are there a cabawonks end fiele fortitiee- 


tions - antitank ditches ah oh positions - oy the enemy has h 


ae 
the two river the Roer kbones,. but 
6 chance to nour iuéw asebrat aes. of, the R Ana” the ree er enye Sétw LbWween’ 


here end the Rhine in genersl will leg hard @@H to get over. 

| The progress - or lack. of progress += in the Huertgen 
Forest shows us too that the German ermy will fight well, eat least for 
a woile. Zuey The enemy knows how to use his groundie. RRexXkNErEXhEtE 
Taere in the forest he's using the fire breaks the way you'd use 
streets in city fighting. Wellolaced automatic weapons and guns sweép 


these lonesand' make it suleideée to get across. --=' Thet Huertgena forest 


is ae gloomy olece ~- everything is) muffled snéwindistiact. About the 
only sigms‘of haste and activity you see ate’ toe jeeps thet come skid 


ding down the rutted, winding rosds through the “trees. Pacir tops 


‘ ris ~~ or. : sity ee pe 
Oo, them ntnch *slhigen 


ie ui 7 oY 


their Winhetshields are: down ehd the 


into the rein end splettéring mud ss they. sway from side to side.’ They: 
took likes toy: thet some thoughtless: cnidd “is dra; | 
puddles. --- had hae zmestieek vieean:romexbs ackyivoarknexYruuk loside tie 
foreste everyone. who een gets down Gn one of ‘the tog covered dugouts 


mm , Gis TER VN AED eh os RGF MERE CR ORCL SEER, ‘oe ne 0 a 
fney '¥e CL16 only QOFrovectLop CC Be ¢ Ete t 


hint sth Mn les cfs the wk Ns met 


x rE Se (ible ‘ i oe pun! * Babe ee taps eT Ms Ny LER SSN ily ree 4 Meee ee Aor PS a Pe 
ertviilery ACCDS Looping 1 he ineye eng TNXERE Ve soeci: DAY a GELS... OS 
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It felt good to get back to the First US Army 
taney after two weeks in Paris and London. bre. not that the 
physical surroundings are more pleasant. hide last two weeks have 
been full of rain and sleet. The meadows have tatters of snow on xhE 
them and underneath are soggier and stickier than when I left. The 


roads are muddier and more slippery. The days are gray and the night 
longer and colder. It starts getting dark just after five, and the 


a 4 
chill has everyone who eatineGiss in shelter -—— in an oozy dugout, 
oe 
a house or pillbox; éveryone who's not out on patrol or holding an 


outpost line or slamming shells into a gun. This war of slow move-— 


; 


nent|on no movement at a11| seems even less colorful than it ever 


ee 


nti 


did. +++++ But it feels good to be back because everywhere here , 


Pd 


you feel the spitit of men working together mm at a job they know, 
and mean to finish as quickly and radically as they can. There's 


something conrrete about the activity behind the front. And I don't 


NoVeMe AT 


mean only the faeeingl of men and weapons. There's positive action 


too, in the preparations for the Military Government of German terr- 


German 
itory. In addition to appointing/Burgomasters and food committees 
. and keeping them under its close supervision, 
and other administrators umiuxxthexpupeyxysiepxpfyayryxymyxy the 
Now. 
First Army is training a police feréeaite help keep order in the terr 
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itory we're going to occupy. The anniversary of the armistice 


lends this preparation particular weight. kpuyxpima Twentysix 
years ago there was no realy Allied control. This time the Army 
is xkz also the political instfument of Allked leadership. Maybe 
z& the precedent it's setting, of stern but just control of the 
enemy, will help sssure that twenty six years from now we'll be 
celebrating an armistice day in peace. Which is the only way it 


makes any sense. 


pe Be Hottelet (2246 «26 Oetober 1944 : 
With things aa quiet as they are right now on thé 


First Army frent, | (Gha-on-the-H4 inegen front. where. mee rene 
tTS Ve” Fe [he 
bi Shik cutlipend Meese big abentinailne: woul Sch thinle thet jeven the 
al 


| | ss 
toughest soldiers y wourd) relax. And they are relaxing - except for 


a few. Private Bennie Siemanowicz of Nashua, New Hempshire is one 


ef those few. Bennie belongs to the~82nd Airborne Division that's 
Sf een | . 
: ge 4 
J. + holding part of the| Ni-jmegen/ front in Holland — as tough a bunch of 


\ | soldiers as you'll find in our army. And whot's more he's in one of 


Bge : completely explain 
ite top regiments. But even that: doesn’ t/zxpiakn what 


Bennie did. ~-- It happened yesterday. --— For ten days Bennie had 


@ been sitting in a forward whearration post on a wooded ridge, look=- | 
ing out over flat, Soggy. sean ax only a hundred yards away where — | 
‘> cut 
a German unit was dug in. cea an apm a ada hia 
the adimie--seme.qthatipne tech fag thes $art-He Lestinguhore ; 
aplemh you cid getting mabten aki) madden getting apnenherss Teste 
dey/Bennie decdded he'd observed oneten and that he was going to 
go down to look over the ground himself. In full view ef the enemy 
he went down a road, erenand a dike and went about a hundred cerns 
inte eneny, og ak ea i People who watched sai@ he aian't geem wor= 
; ried! iS "the ground ‘he covered was sown with mines sup voobytreps. 
Be had, ea ‘a to. man foxhole spotted ~- one of the omen the Germans 
keep sacar “by aay and come out of by night. He yanked the cover 


off and ducted, "Get out of there you soandsos." His angwer was a 


| | static shot from inside. Bennie inadeered with two shots from his e 


— 


@ carbine and then jumped into the mhole. In a few minutes observers 


BUQWLIR, | 
‘saw Bennie emerge with two wounded Germans, MERRtUSZAuEM oy ey 


FES 
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our lines. When the machineguns opened up on him our watchers 

Shawann Bennie was a gomer. But Wet a bit of it. Bennie put his 
carbine up, and standing there as if he were on a rifle range, he 
meses his elp at the machine sun position: ona a Po an finished 


he put in dietian: and after that a third. He said later that he 


wanted the Jerrie@ to get their heads down. They did, but not before 


he got nicked in the leg. ~- Back across the erremwans dike came 


infern- 


Coens: 0 TREES 


Bennie with his two prisoners o- jtwo-itving” 64 


wei anata maaan e 


eee 


Lieutenant Colonel ‘Edward Krause of Green Bay,Wisconsin, who's been 
cold 
for mah blooded courage. 
in four major Supt hea sire! pale he'd never neen any thing like it/ And 


that same afternoon @ General "Gamers outs down to regiment 


sey 


end pinned a silver aie on Bennie's shirt. Bennie jut stood there, 


and couldn't say a word. He was doing his best to keep from crying. 


i attended a meeting in Aachen todey, -- a meeting to 
settle some difficulties under which the elght or nine German civil- 
jan doctors work, -~- It was a meeting held uccording to normel 
democratic procedure. The chairmen asked each of the parficipants 
his views, and there was ergument and rebuttal of the sort you'd find 
im any Americen groyp. Even the outcome was a democretBe one. The 
doctors voted to scrab the system of confidential RRMX physiciens that 
the Nezis had used to impress people for forced labor, & They voted 
that a doctor could declare a person unfit for compulsory labor 
without review by a government physicien. 


Tais is the most elementery form off @emocracy -- the sort 
that looks only from day to day. But if the principle £ of free choice 


thet this exemplifies cam be extended es we move deeper into Germany, 


we can be reassured that we're fighting for some thing worthwhile, 
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t American Army front remained quiet today 
; engagements in the Huertgen Forest area. 


a, for fierce, deat: 
I spent most. of today inside the wity of Aachen, wnefe 


_ there is plenty ofvactivity of a different sort -- the kind of activ- 
ity that wey well prove dexcisive in this wari ------- ,. hadn't been 
in Aachen since the day we stopped fightiag for the city. It's only 
about three weeks ago, but already there's a tremendous change evident. 
Instead of a dead pile of charred and scattered brickm, there ere. people 
coming back in - knyingxkmx looking for homes and e chance to stert toeiz 


lives over again. 
Aachen is a small, and perhaps unrepresentative, exemple 


74 of @hat we're going to meet gn Germany from here on in, After all 
BS we don't capture a place to make a political and social vacuum or ite 
oe. Aachen, and other cities end areas we toke, will heve to revert to a 
form of intelligent, independent existence. fm Unless we want to en- 
cumber ourselves with civil confusion we have got to provide a certain. 
order. And unless we want to mortgege our future we've got to see that 
Seana Siem eMC ARN ot 
Well, inside) Aachen, wei re: EEreying today carrying on a 
y clantine experiment. Our Military Gowernment authorities we giving 
some Germans their first ‘ehbdfiee Ci: “bore: theh eleven years to settle their | 


this-order is inteldigent ee workeble. 


e™ affairs along ‘@endor. atte lines. =- Our. militery government people 

take the view that the Germens must be taught to help themselves. That's | 
why the city of Aachex se" WwHTen “Aas: 26) 000"mhebitants in normal times ae 
‘ds run by an army team of thirteen officers end twelve enlisetd men. 
het Aa appointed e mayor for the city, aud underhim they've hamede 

n totake care of the most vital municipal duties 

But the mein burden of * 


a town council of seven me 
‘such es water supply, end foos ané housing. --- 
the work and of the decisions to be teken rests with the ~ermens them— 
selves. It's a lesson in democracy, a radical feparture from the Nazi 
principle Of one mam men ordering emother eround that can have only a, 
healthy. effect. ----- The Military Government team, headed by Major 
: Williem Hurlbery of Jacksonville, Floride, gives the necessary orders 
5 awe! the city of Aachen -- but the ways end means by which those orders ” 
ane. carried out rest with the Oberbuergermeister end his assistant * 
wa Tt's @ fer cry from the days ia woich orders come 


, Buergermeisters. 
down frou ee Ganleiter and were wither obeys a or else. 
oe! ee ve : . 


Ses * Sok . <a 
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**¥* less colorful 


In the Huertgen 


than it ever did. 
forest 
ulé 


this morning 
arly bitter fighting. th 


there is partic- 
i@ Germans are strong there and they kaxm 
know how to use the ground. Lanes 1roupg 

as fire breaks are swept. by 


cut through the thick pine wood 
small 
again nov 


j, and the 


and artillery..I 
sky is lor 
forest and the 


w and gray. There's a half ¢ 
sound of battle is mufitled 


It's raining 
only sign of haste 


oom in the 
and 

and activity 

skidding down the rutted, 


tops end 


Cistant. Ahout the 
you can see are the 
winding roads through the trees. 
their windshields are down, 

into the rain and splattering 
forward/as they sway from side 


that come 
Their 
hunch 

and gn innthem keen slichtlyv 

they and .the 
d arexaxx the same color. 


kkxxeuindexxon t 


4% 
vile 


mud 


to side. 
the 


mud of the r 
and 


tk 


they Look 
tesque minstrel shor 


EEaEE jeeps come back 


crosswise over the 


akex Only thei 


ry 


eyes are 
like characters out of 
-~ except that they don't 


~ 
rom 


some gro- 


medical 
FE 


smile. -- And 
the front with stretcher strapped 
ang 2 wounded man, limp under morphine, 
a muddy blanket. ***** No, it's: a grim 

it’llz be fi 


filthicr 
Germans and the 


hood 


wrat 


and 
yned in 


ss up here. And 


and filthy bus 
anc 
weather can combine to make it BYt Pt%Xs 
good to be back because everywhere here you fcel the spirit of men 
working toget t a job they know, and me 


mean to finis! 


and radically & they Cane 


as quickly 


Spe Ae Oc, aos 
SF a : 


Soe ae 


(reer 


Sig eye 


y 


ee hin Pe ee WRAP - b 


ye SRR, LOMBERE? 4 , 
+ dove cay 
\ ' ' ‘ 
rey AP 


Se es 


CBS | Hottelet 8 November 1944 mm 2346 
Josef Goebbels has broken the story of V 2. 


For almost two months now the enemy hes been using this new secret 


weapon against the Allied Armies on the western front. 


V¥ 2is a longrange rocket. It is said to have a 


It is fired straight up into the 
range of ahout two hundred miles. Erxbazazmaguikficenkzeuk zxompkienked 


stratosphere, mauzx 
MAREK b then zhaxzktszeoursexattursdxoycxatiectaternans2a% 


koRSKLuVELXLEZEMLX Eyewitnesses cave enuetned the takeoff looks like 
a comet, starting off Zax slowly with tremendous sheets of roaring 
flame, and then pocsctne speed until ibis almost 40 miles up.” : 
At that point a radio signal turns it around to almost level ied. 
and fron there until it gets to the caeeat area itts Eakadxtazkvager 


supposed to have a speed of well over a thousand miles an hour. 


Over the target area another radio signal sends 


- the rocket dowm -— and as it falls it actually loses speed. the 


thickness of the atmosphere acts as a brake and the friction turns 
the ‘rocket red hot. Bronce At hits the ground at a speed of about 


800 ites an hour. I've heard a fair number drop behind the American 
STRIKES 


as the rocket Ey 
front in Belgium; The first thing you hear is a terrific ‘explosion / 


Light 
then you hear 4 crackling in the air, like/summer thunder. Thex 


This thundering sound is xit@eAtey the air closing in behind the 


4 \" 
rocket as it falls.//You hear its arrival after you've heard it ex- | 
M 


plode because the V 2 travels faster than sound. 


The stories the Serman propaganda machine is telling 
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tonight are horror tales of feet s 4ukt cand a: Goebbels says 

 - powerful} : 
that V 2 is much more teuskeuriive than V 1; and tonight the German ~ 
public is reading clains of dkunakexr its effect on London and on ~ 
southern Mngland. The enemy claims that pineal age SE have béen 
hit, and that whole areas of London have heen roped off to conceal 
ae 

in actual tact ¥ 2is.no more effective than V l, 
‘Wawaxtizkexxmsxtuexgxamaizik Lt ie oyecamels heavy - probably about 


~~ teoreccine | 
thirty tons, but most of this weight is taken up by its steppe 


an explosive 


2 charge and the weight of the machinery. It carries kexaxthanzouextonx 


mixexe charge of less than one ton. --- And, even though V 1 was 
pretty wild, V 2 is wilder still. It's pxamkteakt extremely difficult 
to aim and control, and the Germans probably don't know to this day 
where most of their rockets have fallen. 
V 2is moxmurezefxaxtureak an extremely ingenious. 
weapon - and when it gets out of the experimental stage it could be 
ae ie ore 
very dangerous, but sc far it hasshaed no more ofma threat and has 
Ohad bias success, shot for shot than Exkx the Flying Bomb. 


At the moment V 2 is also a propaganda weapon. 
today — been cancelled. 
Hitler has not spoken/~ the Beer Putsch Anniversary celebratiogs have 
Goebbels decided to break the news this af terncon to give the ,crman 


people a respite from unending reports of military defeat. 
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Josef Goebbels has broken the story of V 2. 
- For almost two on the hee the enemy has been using this new denver 
weapon against the Allied Armies on the western front. 

V 2 is a longrange rocket. It is said to have a 


It is fired straight up into the 
range of ahout two hundred miles. £txbazazmagnxficenkzbukzeonpkizated 


stratosphere, muauzx 
Musniae b themzbaxszxveezeoUureexaxkesereaxbyzradLazzaxroxmaraZzoE 


XexSXLEWSLXLILEMEX Eyewitnesses see decactuee the takeoff looks like 
a comet, starting off fax slowly with tremendous sheets of roaring 
flame, and. then gathering speed until it is almost 40 miles up. 
At that point a radio signal turns it Skea almost level flight, 
and from there until it gets to the target area it's sakadxrazkragex 
supposed to have a speed of well over a thousand miles an hour. 

Over the target area another radio signal sends 
- the rocket down - and as it falls it actually loses speed. The 
thickness of the atmosphere acts as a brake and the friction turns 
the rocket red hot. Even so it hits the ground at a speed of about 
800 miles an hour. I've heard a fair number drop behind the American 


| as the rocket hits 
front — Belgium; The first eee you hear is a terrific explosion r 


light c 
then you hear a crackling in the air, rival iheae > thunder. Zmaex 
This thundering sound is <iix the the air closing in behind the 


rocket as it falls. You hear its arrival after you've heard it ex- 


plode because the V 2 travels faster than sound. 


The stories the Serman propaganda machine is telling 
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tonight are horror tales of terrific destruction. Goebbels says 


powerful, 


that V 2 is much more than V 13; and tonight the German 


public is reading claims of dixuxker its effect on London and on 


southern England. The enemy claims that railroad stations have been 


hit, end that whole areas of London have been roped off te conceal 
damage. 
In actual fact ¥ 2 is no more affective than V L, 


Wareuxttzikeuvesxtuexgrouuizik It is extremely heavy - probably about 


aN, 


pea fe | “VPRore LUNG a 
thirty tons, but most of this weight is taken up by its tig SicesiAen 


| : an explosive 
charge end the weight of the machinery. It carries kexsxthanzaaExtone 


Okxrxe aed of less than one ton. —-- And, even though V 1 was 
pretty wild, VY 2 is wilder still, tts prtutinakt extrenely difficult 
to aim and control, end the Sermans probably don't know to this day 
where most of their rockets have fallen. 


VY 2is moxmmreznfxaxturexk an extremely ingenious 
* 


- weapon - and when it gets out of the experimental stage it could be , 


\ 


had no more success, shot for shot then ‘hickx the Flying Bomb. ‘ 


At the moment ¥ 2 is also a propaganda weapon. 
3 today been cancelled. 
Hitler has not spoken/- the Beer Putsch Anniversary celebratiogs have 
Goebbels decided to break the news this afternoon to give the ,orman 


people a respite from unending reports of military defeat. 
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ondon heard of Marshal friggin appa speech tonight: 


with gdiuine satiefaction, It wasn't. only the sanast repent of heavy 


vf blows inilicted on tne common enemily that was so fevorubly received -— 


a a past present and to come. 
aR was Stalin's general euplina’ « on Allied cooperation/ saere here 


eo Kopecetass don! < take politica speeches lightly, especi ar: not 2 
see 2 Stage or the Wat. ‘And a hand Minis ‘ter Churchill has seen Very 

~ high stondard; ed naturel that ptveLin's ‘remarks should: be 
coolly and objectively anslyzed,. -— What probably impressed the 
“English as much iu WG hdHE. ds he logical and bio way for that 
Stalin discussed ite differences that have arisen - and been settled ~ 


“among the Allies. If he had spoken of unvarying unanimity,  speople 


would have become suspicious. Pipa 
£35) Bia ‘ 
eos attitude toward re 

a ee tthe This seh onsnumexataaielngor tant speeches xhak 


has not helped the English understand our election campaign any bet- 


z f " ms 7 ; ; » 
ophtie A lot of words have been thrown, around on the other side of the 


i se eh | HRS And ‘ | ie | i 
| Ablanttoy son Lacon here keep telling themselves that pies 


Lo ee a ee es : the speeches aren! t intended 
forts after alt hie an election campaign and that apmamices 


he for the rs ae of the world, But. even 


pes gi et toa se a ce they kik wontt be sOnry. tol see 


GS cerek Aa eet eo speeches come to an end. 


a ge | Seah 
There!s axumkexa® uncertainty implicit in floods of 
ee : 
rorisg Faatts my tonion prarers ts hear them come out of Germany. 


oe Nand as @ matter of fact, there! s been very little hard news out of 


PL ee couple of Wecks Se 
‘ermany for reanmtemianin - It's mostly been hii ices and pep 


a ee | i‘ a aia as 2 _ if . J > | a ae i.) A. ese Z 


Bos. Dare 4, 

Bie ¢* “Sy capes 
BYRR Boome « "y 
‘tdg'taod Hoeeqe e? Pisee | tsdera) 
0 Rell OD 48% a ea 

ysed = beer "Teden edt 


m3 eS Brith Ev eat ire . a a iP i ¢ ba 
_ beviooet eidstovs% oe ‘enw r Gadd i S MOM 


ran 8 rect ine 
pel byt Sey yt ai y Sait #2 Oss REM at wae one i Hi tai ¢ aa I 
Be $2 ton vEisiveqes  vltaty tt Be eeqa L BY Log "pike #? 


Vero 7 


ba ‘ona aed LLtdowsc0 rete lai omit bra Taw ent Toe 


¥ 


Mi (2 ib Ay ON AR Phe Ae 


oe bt ode ahaa a\nbtesa: cee towdan aw $l oe ~ ob | 


2 Ht. 
i ae 


a ; 
Ae Wie 60 a Pees 


is one eid dsdovd q dit) +beay 


“seb BMG? id nb ul 


ayahe 


5 aie at A Pi but « 


if "4 bel. “e ped phar 


me) yates 


earl hie 


es ay eee 


Rta! Py 


; se e eS (git ae ag ub sere ie 


6. PR aah : 


Sa abot al i 


bye ie Sek 2 bene ibn 


es 


86, set ¥ sis 4 Nd 5 
rk ie bie ings ee of te, BY cai» i arard 


ides sad? ‘vow lozseus ‘eabited good ated abeeed’ 


we 
eee xe pips Lea: vit ee ie 9 i Li 


bod imi baqias® Mottoe, 


te ae ft hee 
f gatas tena 5 


it 


We Ht Pin 4 
eo ee Py 


ik dey i & ila fi ¥: 
sean ie ‘hee ‘emoo means okie | 


| Allied bombs and: guns on German soil --- Hitler had better make it 
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talks end eecdurikeet the German people to fight and work 
an ghetes Pickens question -- to hold ‘on in the hope that a 
; miracle might come Go hiee resatn wot a May passes that Some Nazi 
leader, with supported by a male dior’ Or aehaes EEGEA propagandists, 
doesn't plug this theme. 

there!s a gris satisfaction in being in England and. | 
ratohing | nae British and ¢ smerioen at air forces balance Nazi words with 

tremendous work 

high explosives. Danrtremmniousramrk « our bombing has been doing/for 
ts eee a month in sbiiprine German lines of transport té-the 


partly 
nest, muitritmxit terabiyxbiorexdingstnergeast And tkeit!'s/succeeded 


main source 
in maxtingzatt literally blockading: the Ruhr =p cutting the Baskbans 
a of Cents rue strength off fren ee rest of bse and 
from some éf its vital raw materials. 
- Adolf Hitler is supposed to speak day after to- 


“morrow. After Stalin's speéch, and after the great democratic pro-_ 


cess of election in the United States, and against the thunderimg of 


fate! 
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; pect ea CO 
The spotlight Awe -naveg shifted back to the air war, 
| are 
in Western Europe, Wik Our ground forces/engaged from Holland to Switzerland 


in comparatively smallscale actions -~ and in various places along the front 


where we are advancing, this progress is hard bought against determined German 
hear 


forces, itkexunkpxiaxthexnky: Thermtacphenkyxegl t's only in the air that we xrexi 
Coon 
once sgeam of huge aixzfbuekx formations striking heavy blows at the enemy's 
wktxkx strength. Once again today the United States Eighth Air Force sent two 
railroad 
thousand planes xm into the Reich to bomb/marshalling ax yards on the approaches 
to the western front. Pray 


oreralge icsimemminiexyan You will notice that rail- 


road and communications targets appear more and more frequently in the reports 


of air warfare. Even when large American forces concentrate on oil and industrial 


targets, there are usually smaller bomberuxfere formations and fighters going after 
Ae ontep lil and yards. And along with the great armadas of heavy bombers, the 
medium and fighter bombers of the Tactical Air Forces are Streaking out 9 
targets behind the German lines; It reminds you of the time before D Day when 
roads and crossings and bridges and railraod installations were pounded incess- 
antly - hit again and again to pin the enemy down and give us the advantage of minx 
ey Andmonce again in this great offensive the RAF is sending its 
Lancasters and Halifaxes roaring out by day and by night. More than a thousand of 
over in the Ruhr 
them dropped muxuxkkax 3000 tons of bombs on Bochum/last night in the face of 


Germen fighter opposition and a flak barrage as heavy as anything ever put up in the 


Battle of the Ruhr, 


3 : ) 
: ip See TEs, SO oT : 
Seti ierasaca bat de akccueisciaos the land fighting along 


ee ee, bank of the Maas River, 
the western front, Only/on e wes of our salient into Holland, are the 


Germans gbrieuexkxe trying to retreat. And even here reargua ting stub- 
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to hold the great Moerdijk bridge, the main German escape route back acrose 
the Maps, Already British and Polich forees have reached sid Meet tek 4 points 
Suxzkz and reported from the front tonight that Allied patrols are operating 
elong ite south |\bank along a stretch of fifteen miles west of Hertogenbusch. The 
Germans are appar tly broken up intow several smaller groups ~ the largest of which 


is around the southern end of the Moerdijk bridge, 


From here the next objective would seem to be Rotterdam ~ 
buketronkexcperks which Noene miles away as the crow flies, But front reports 
esution us to regerd this atel as exrremely difficult. Between us and Holland's 


greatest seaport are three water harriers and wide tracts of boggy, lowlying ground, 


which the germans can flood at any time) 


While German tagtics in this area are to fight « rearguard 


action, thete forces farther westward on ‘She > island of Welcheren are still holding 
| to the outskirts of 


crept forward hxkfsapockoxiiddel- 


guns. «-~ The fierceness of the 


out. Here going is tough, mm British troops ha 
burg and knocked cut a few more batteries of heavy; 
fighting for the island is reflected this afternoon 


British 
Supreme Headquarters that/naval casualties had been extroholy heavy during the sea- 


an announcement from Allied 


borne landing om ab Westkapelle. The losses among the stra east bombardment 
ereft that drew #x the fire of the shore batteries was four oft.of five, either sunk 
or so badly damaged that salvage was impossible, 

At the head of the Nijmegen salient the domncad sopet tonight 
that Sritish parachute troops hed been dropped behind their lines to me out sabe 


otage. There is no confirmation of thia report in London, 


Farther down on the American front, General Hodges First Army 
Qur troops 
is still fighting in the Huertgen Porest. Tam are meeting Serman minefields, s 


counterattacks supperted by artillery fire, but have regained some of the ground they 
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t yesterday. The Germans still hold the village of Schmidt, —- This fighting in 


thick rest is all the more difficult because the Germans recognize its 


. for counterattacks 
tactical import. and have brought up reinforcements/ in addition to using 
minefields and emplacemen S as passive defense, Artillery is particularly nasty 
in a forest because shells timed to explode in the air not only scatter sheel 
splinters around, but also heavy bisiuh rec 8.. The only protection against them 
are dugouts covered with several layers of logs. \’ 


® 


While the western front is the~scene of tactical adjust-— 


g t 
ments preparatory to a bigger operation, the Gormang leaders continue to call upon 
and work . 
their people fax to fight/to the bitter end. They parade the bolshevik Dogey, and 
Bare 

__~_ promise new weapons. And, aga matter offact;~they Pe producing new weapons, Six 

xixzfoxoxexcxexmmekinzxmarn pet zpvopebion 2texkkarn I'm told on good authority that 

the output of German fighter planes has never been higher than itk is right now -—- 

bombing 

because we've concentrated on/other targets fmecktke in recent weeks. The enemy 

hasn't enough fuel to emmdcke sustain an effort by his fighter force -—- but he prob- 

ably has fuel enough to gey more planes into the air for special occasions. 


Sy , On the geex air as well as on the ground, we've still got 


stiff fighting ahead, 


oe a —- 
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onstrated in front of the House of Commons and asked that their 
eight factories be converted to consumers goods. -- Today it's 
annotnced that one of the largest bomber factories in northwest 
Eneland, emiloying almost tenthousand workers pts close down next 


gl a 
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Avg 4 etree fast enough to suit chemyand they're getting up and 
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ered WAN tie view oF tie 


cement works on 4 beautiful hill in tartordahins ~— but it was_, 
AffereKh, ank Oa oes fot hgh ee X 


9 settledavery | \uickly, one Old man. "Beauty", he said,” 
~~ 2 que AdsCo . 
and many tote, have come to the conclusio) 


cow octking v 
that now is the time to start 2.22 Bey DOace ; unless England is 


to be Left behind, 
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Whenever anyone comes back from a bttlefront everyone wants to know 
exactly how things are. There are questions about the fighting and the weather 
and about the conditions under which the men live - what they eat, what they wear, 
what they think about 

I've answered them as best I could ever since I got back from the 
American First Army front. And in turn I've been full of questions — I wanted 
to know all about Quebec and whether the Moscow conference was really as friendly 
as Churchill said it was. And I . scoured the papers for news about the 
presidential campaign at home. 

All this went on practically without interruption for the first few 
days and it wasn't until yesterday that I had time to sit down and relax. And. 
then it occurred to me that there was something wrong about the whole performance - 
thet I shouldn't have been as ignorant as I was of what was going on in the 
world outside - and my friends here in London should have known more about the 
fighting that's going on only a couple of hundred miles from here. It's 
particularly so, for both sides because neither makes much sense without the 
other. The men at the Pent who are fighting to beat Germany are working on 
only an intermediate stage of the European problem - you can even call it a 
simpler stage when you think of the dilemmas that will cry for solution after 
military victory. And on the other hand the men and the forces that are 
shaping the political destiny of the world would be working in a fairyland if it 
weren't that the soldiers in the mud, in the jungle on the water and in the air 
weren't giving. them the reality of victory. 


But somehow it seems difficult to bring the two worlds together. When 


©e 


you're out in the Army zone, especially if you're close to the front, your day is 
filled with the business of living. Right now it's getting colder in western 
Europe — the trees are shedding their leaves; and when you have work to do out 
in the open you don't linger over it more than you have to. The fields and 
meadows are still soggy after weeks of rain, so that working out of doors means 
that you're likely to get wet and dirty in addition to cold. -——— You can see that's 
not the sort of life that encourages thought. -- And it's all the more true because 
this present time along the American front is not one of inactivity -- even if the 
battle line is static. There's a great deal of hard work being done - The 
winter overcoats and rubber galoshes our GI's are wearing now folled up over 
hundreds of miles in thousands of trucks —- thousands of drivers got tired ata 
hungry and cold -—- and scared as their wheels skidded on slippery turns or bounced 
away out of shelltorn ruts. But apart from the current supplies that go with 
army housekeeping, right now - day and night, battle supplies are being brought 
up. Food for the guns for the emcee for the rifles;; food for the great 
machines that go with our men into combat - parts and duplicates and extras and 
reserve stores. The ordnance men are busy, the engineers and quartermasters are 
overworked. --- And the staffs, from the highest down to battelion, are planning 
the next move. Because there is going to be a next move. We're going to try 
to do something that's never been done in western Furope -- we're going to fight 
a large scale winter campaign. 

| And of course, the infantry - blowing on its fingers in the cold mist 
of early morning, or working to keep the gasoline stove going long enough to heat 
the native potatoes and the C ration goulash - the infantry in its cellars and 
dugouts and pillboxes is more worried about shells and counterattacks than politics. 


They can kill you quicker. -- Or else it's figuring out a way to get down and 


Bailie 1 


cut a steak off the cow that stepped on a mine that morning. 

Up at the front your mind doesn't get dull -- you're forever learning new 
things. I can tell you exactly where you've got to turn off the road when you 
go from Eilendorf to Verlautenheide unless you want to draw artillery fire. I 
can tell you what roads you wind along to get to a battalion commend post in the 
Huertger forest, and which ones you'd better not use. You get .to know how to 
judge avidontan 2 shells and the piiing or crack—thump of a rifle bullet. 

There's an awful lot to learn if you want to stay healthy. And it's 
hard to keep in mind that you're there fighting a war that makes sense only when 
you think of it as a political struggle. Take the presidential campaign that's 
going into its last lap today. The chances are that there are few topics of 
conversation that seem more important to you at the present moment. But there 
eren't many soldiers in the forward areas talking about the election tonight. 

I've gone around and talked to them about voting -- asked them whether they 
intended to vote, if it was easy or difficult for them to do so, whether they knew 
the political issues involved and if they thought it was important that they should 
vote. The ansfers were shocking. A large percentage of theimen I spoke to have 
not voted -——- with some it just happened that they were prevented by force of 
circumstance. And with quite a number it was pure indifference. One answer 

I got very frequently was, "My one vote won't make any difference". HMukxkhere 
we Which is about as sensible as saying, "I won't shoot because my one rifle 
won't make any difference." But there were also a good many who had a much more 
logical reason for not voting. One lieutenant, a very intelligent boy, said he 
wasn't going to vote. So I read him a little lecture on how important it was in 


times like these to take an interest in national affairs; and I started to talk 


about how the right to vote was one of the things he was fighting for there and 


ate fale 


right now —- by that time I noticed he was getting a little annoyed, so IL stopped’ 
And he said, "You know, the reason I'm not voting is because I can't vote 
intelligently. All I know about the election is that President Roosevelt is 
standing for reelection and that Governor Dewey is out to defeat him. Apart 
from that I don't know the issues involved; and apart from those two names I 
don't know any of the candidates. I have no reason to believe that Jones of 

one party is better than Smith of another". I had no answer for that one. It 
was just another case of the political world held apart from the military; under 
the illusion that they can be held apart. 

Even at the front there are several things that show quite plainly how 
politics and warfare are means to the same end, and different only in the methods 
they employ. %* The most dramatic of these is psychological warfare. ---— In 
August and September, when the allied forces swept northward through France and 
Belgium, and the American First Army fought its way through the Siegfried Line, 
in those breathless days the guns and the tanks and the infrantry did what was 
to be done. At Mons they encircled and destroyed a German army corps that had 
been ordered to man the Siegfried Line; they broke through dragon's teeth and they 
cracked the concrete. But then, with our supply lines stretched to the point of 
collapse, we had to stop and build up. Our weapons had gone to their very limit 
to dgstroy the enemy's power to continue the war, it seemed the time for 
Psychological Warfare to carry on our attack against the enemy's will to fight. 
The men and the equipment were already functioning. Well trained teams were 
writing leaflets that our guns fired into the enemy lines, millions more were 
dropped by air; the great Luxemburg radio station, one of the most powerful in 
Europe, was taken over and put to use broadcasting the truth to the German people. 

For the last seven weeks we have been trying to get the German soldier 


and the German civilian to feel that continued resistance would be just hopeless 


han 


slaughter. And for much the same time Goebbels has run his propaganda machine 
at top speed to convince Germany that its only hope for survival was in carrying 
on the fight - and that surrénder meant destruction. 

On the face of present situation it would seem that Goebbels has won 
this psychological warfare battle; because there is no sector on the western 
European front where the Germans today are not fighting stubbornly and skilfully. 
Buk This is not the fault of our psychological warfare people. They've been 

Q doing the best they could with the material they've got —- and they've done some 
good work. (Like the ultimatum to Aachen that clearly fixed the blame for 
continued destruction on the enemy.) But they weren't given the ammunition with 
which to conduct a major offensive. Goebbels could make hair stand on end and 
flesh creep with horrible tales of what would happen if Germany surrendered. 

And we were able to give the Germans no concrete, convincing reason for believing 
that they really would be better off if they gave up now. --~ Washington and 
London could send down no policy. 

There is another phase of frontline work where war and politics go hand 

® in hand. Right now the officers and men of our Army's Military Government 
Brance are doing superb work in the small corner of Germany we hold. --- They 
are setting the pattern, day by day, for the government of further areas we 
occupy. They have brought equality before the law back to Germany. They have 
abolished the vicious institutions of the Nazi state. They are providing for 
thousands of refugees. The laws and ordnances of our Military Government tell 
the people what they can and cannot do. The language is terse and dignified. 


It's quite plain that we will stand for no nonsense, and that the only ones who 


need fear our occupation are those who fear justice. 


These men, who are largely successful businessmen and bankers in 


civilian life, do credit to the cause for which we're fighting. And not only is 
their work good as such, it's militarily very useful. News of the decent 
treatment of civilians behind our lines has a way of spreading ahead of the 
battle front, and of making our soldiers' job just a bit easier. And it also 
has the concrete value of reducing the possibility of Besse and espionage by 
Germans behind our lines. I've heard of only one case of sabotage since we 
crossed the German border. 

As a matter of fact the whole attitude of the German civilian makes you 
realize that a policy for Germany is nothing that Can be dep ener indefinitely 
just because Military Government is doing so excellent a day to day job. 

For one thing the attitude of the Germans we've taken -- after they got 
over their first uncertainty and bewilderment -- has been almost the attitude of 
a liberated people. There's none of the enthusiasm, of course, but there is a 
good bit of the relief. They seem genuinely relieved to be rid of the Nazis, 
and they even speak of the Nazis as of a completely different breed. Of course, 
when you first get this reaction ou're suspicious. But after you've spoken to 
a number of different people in nittorent places and get it everywhere you draw 
thé conclusion that they're not trying hastily to get themselves on the side of 
the angels. It's really the way they feel. They reasons they give you ring 
true. -- There have been several people I've spoken to who've produced the pink 
Gestapo slip that means "protective arrest". Others have their certificate of 
release oon prison --—— Those of us who've lived and worked in Germany and have 
seen the promiscuous end flamboyant brutality of the Gestapoys and the arrogance of 
the SS and the Party leaders have expected that they would turn people against the 


regime. But we were foreigners and outsiders - we saw the dramatic evidence of 


oppression and extermination, the people's court, the concentration camps. ‘They 


@ 


were for the intransigents - the liberals, the strong characters who could not 

be "reformed! into going along with the Nazis. What we did not see was the 
effect the party had on the ordinary little soul, who had no political mind of 
his own and may even have thrilled at some of Goebbels circusses. This little 
average German has to bear the crushing weight of a party oligarchy of staggering 
dimensions. If he is a farmer he has some Kreisleiter or Blhockleiter or Peasant 
leader come sround to tell him what he has to grow; and then maybe come around 
again in a couple of weeks in his polished boots and raise the order or perhaps 
change it altogether. --- If he is a business man or a factory owner or a white 
collar worker or anything at all, the average German knows that there is at least 
one party official, maybe more earning his living as a busybody. And that sort 
of obvious drone, who does nothing useful becomes very obnaxious. 

It's this weight of bureaucracy, that stifles even the most primitive, 
unpolitical initiative that makes the Germans behind our lines glad to be rid: of 
the Nazis. 

Add to that the fact that the prominent Nazi party cen nee and the party 
leaders are all evacuated by bus and automobile, with their families and valuables, 
whenever we threaten to take a town; and devil take the hindmost. Also add to 
that the fact that the people we've taken know Germany has lost the war and 
bitterly resent the destruction now caused in their towns by German artillery. 
All this is why the Germans in our hands tend to feel themselves liberated. 

But only one in a dozen of these Germans who are glad to be rid of the 
Nazis feels that way because Nazism as such is evil. For most of them the problem 
of good and bad does not apply - and if you ask them whether they know that 


Hitlerism is vicious because it destroys the best humna values, they look at you 


and wonder what you're talking about. Yet we're not fighting a war in Europe to 


gt Sheth 


get the weight of the Nazi Party off Germany's neck, we're fighting to root out 
the whole idea of National Socialism. If we can't do that we might as well go 
home now —— because Re every German can be made to realize what a filthy 
thing it is, it can igace grow up again. 

On my way back from the front I passed through Paris, and there as well 
as here in London I asked around to see whether anyone had any concrete and 
specific ideas about what to do with Germany ---- Some people are working on 
just that right now — capable and intelligent people; but you get the impression 
that the really serious attention is being paid to other things. There are 
internal strains in France and even in England -- people in London and Paris are 
worried about elections, and mostly talking about Germany and Europe merely in 
terms of political spheres of interest and zones. 

And it strikes you that this is only the other extreme from the 


preoccupation with food and shelter and staying alive at the front. 


And you wish you could do something to bring them togehher. 
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